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NANG TALUNG : SHADOW PUPPET SHOW

"Nang Talung" or shadow puppet shows are one of the most popular
forms of entertainment in the South of Thailand; it is an art
form which distinguishes the South from other parts of Thailand

and throughout the ages it has brought both pride and enjoyment

to the region. Even today, it still has a large following. As
with "Nora" - a type of Thai dancing based on the stories of the
Ramakien; there are no solid facts about its origins but only
assumptions that can be made from the material available.

The performance uses the shadows of the puppets to communicate
between the puppets and the audience. Southerners call the puppets

"Nang" (which means leather) or sometimes they are called "Nangkuan":

it was only later that they came to be called "Nangtalung". The
story goes that one of the shadow puppeteers went to Bangkok to
pul. on a show during the reign of Rama the Third. The puppets
he took with him were from Pattalung, so the people of Bangkok
called them Pattalung, as time went by this became abbreviated

to "Talung".

Som Ded Grom Phraya Damrong Rachanu Parp (a Thai historian) believes
that this form of entertainment was introduced by the people of
KuanMaprao village in Pattulung district during the reign of Rama
the Fifth. Having brought the puppets from Java the local people
then adapted the stories to Thai culture and as its popularity
spread to other regions it was known as "Nangkuan". However Wan
Boonart believes that the puppets were taken to be performed for
King Rama the Fifth at Bang Pa-in in 1876 and then became better

known in the region of Bangkok.

Some people believe that shadow puppets came to Thailand directly
from Java whilst other researchers are inclined to think that

this art form originated in Southern India and then spread throughout

Asia, leaving its influence in the South of Thailand.

Whichever version is correct, the shadow puppets of Thailand
portray an artistic flair typically Thai. The figures are works
of art which bring together the beauty of Thai art and particular
characteristics of Southern art.

The craftsmen are skilled artisans who create the puppets right
through the entire process. From the preparation of the leather
- cow hide, buffalo, bear, tiger or deer - to the cutting of the
figures, the painting and then bringing them to life in the theatre.

when talking about the complete ritual of a shadow puppet performance

it is necessary to start at the "Seperating of the Figures" -
that is from the moment the figures are taken from their case.
The case is made from woven bamboo and before a performance the
figures are carefully taken out and lajd in order and groups by
a banana tree. The groups of figures will be seperated into the
major characters of any performance, the "goodies" and then lastly

"the baddies".
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AN EXHIBITION ON THE ART
ON SHADOW PUPPETS

Date 18-23 February, 1990
Time 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

Place Tap Roct Society Huey Kaeo Soi 3
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éonb’nued from Page 60

hilliop (Visitors you must insist on going 10
this camp for a great adventure), ,you will

“ probably notice parachulists, in” “the sky. .
\ These brave souls
Wmld Parachuting Championships which- -

e praclicing’ for the

[ will take place lrpm April 2 1o 11 al.the
_headquarters of the Second bp;cial Wmlaru
‘Division in Mae Rim.

Romance is in the air at THE
" GALLERY; a newly npened restaurant on
Road. .The premises is” a
“renovated building with classic Chinese
‘design on the front. The building extends to
; the Mae Ping River with a terrace is awaiting
\those who want to linger over a cool
beverage while watching the Ping River drift
‘past or stay for a romantic candlelight,
dinner. The _Gallery is open from noon to
mldnlgh‘i 7,

/1 FILMS

USIS AUDITORIUM, = Rajdamnern
Road,:popular video movies presented on
the following dates at 7.00 pm. March 10
“ALL /' THE KING'S MEN" (1949)
Brodenck Crawford is “Willie Stark".
honest’ back-country  politician whose
discovery’ of demagoguery and rise (o
power corrupts him.”

March 24 “ABSENCE OF
MALICE” (1981) Sally Field is'a hip
investigative reporter committed” to truth
and objectivity. The ending is not as one
expects but is a satisfying one.

BRITISH COUNCIL, Bumrun-
grasd Road presents “CAL"” on Thursday,
March 29 at-7.30 pm. Free Admission.

ALLIANCE FRANCAISE,
Jarernprathet Road on Tuesdays at 4.00 pm
and Fndays at 8,00 PM

March 6 & 9 "LA BELLE ET LA
BETE" (1945) A,fairy tale love story of a
mean-hearted beast who must marry his
young, frighténed caplive to conjure an evil
spell. £

March 13 & 16, “LOLA MONTES”

(1955) The dissolute life of a famous actress -

in a circus, a prisoner of her own succéss.
B March'20 & 23 “LE FANTOME DE
/ LA LIBERTE" (1974) A fantasy film with
J surprising " sketches . full of surrealistic
J* /imagination.

March 27 & 30 “L'ES TROIS
COURONNES DU MATELOT™ (1983) A
ue story of a sailor's extraordinary
p aFvenlures as he travels around the world.

//i: RATCHMANGKHARAPHISEK
/ CHIANGMAI NATIONAL LIBRARY,

/ Boonruangrit Road. The Japanese Consular. 5
and The Japan

/  Foundation present the following :

"Post of Chiangmai

March 9 at 5.00 pm “TORA-SAN

GOES NORTH" (1987) The hero of this
movie has starred in nearly 40 films about
travels and adventures thréughout Japan.

- At 9.00 pm “TAKE ME OUT TO THE
SNOWLAND"|(1987) A’ comedy of errors
about a young lbusinessman with a passion

for skiing and takes a tumble in his career
and love life.

March 10 at 5.00 pm “HACHIKO”"
(1987) A heart-warming movie about 2k
dog’s devotion 1o his master based on a true
_story. The theme. ernbodles the virtue of

“loyally so prized by the Japanese At 9.00

pm “SAYONARA ~FRAULEIN” (1987)
Unable to lind a real purpose in life, a young -
college graduate sets out on her own with
tragic evenits to follow.

EXHIBITIONS

~~~The~Buddhasatan _ on Thapae
Road opposite the Governor's. Residence
will be the venue of Women's Day
exhibition from March 31 till April 10. Prints
and drawings by the students of the Fine
Ans Department of Chiangmai University
will be displayed.

The Japanese Consular Post in
Chiangmai, together with the Japan
Foundation, will hold a Japanese films and
Japanese Dolls Exhibition at Ratchmang-
kharaphisek Chiangmai .National
Library on March 9-10 from 5.00 pm to
9.00 pm and March 16-24 from 8.30 am to
430 pm  (except Sunday & Monday)
respectively.
everyone is invited to attend.

The Tap Root Society, an artists’
colony, on Huay Kaew Road will stage an
exhibition of paintings by Maya Green*
entitled. “Snakes & Jaws™ from March 1-5
during 8.30 am to 5.00 pm. Call 217945 for
more information and directions.

MEETINGS —

The topic of the Informal Northem
Group will be “Buddhist Images Consecra-
tion Ceremony” by Dr. Donald Swearer and
Professor Sommai Premchit on March 27 at
7.30 pm at Alliance Francaise.

LECTURE

" In ‘cooperation with the CMU
Humanities Department and the Foreign
Studies Department of Osaka University,
Professor Osamu Akagi will speak on “What
is Japan--The Fundamentals of Japanese

Society” (“lyﬂuﬂi)i)"li e

DRTILGHTHEINE lydanuiifi) on
March 14 at 5,00 pmi in the Payom Room
in’ the Ringome Hotel. Professor Osamu
was a stdent in Chulalongkom University,
' w receiving his degree in Japan
refumed 10 teach in Chulalongkom and

in Thai language and a film will also be’
shown.

CONCERT .

The Art and Cultural Promotion
Center Program of Chiangmai Uni-
versity together with the “For Chiangmai

Admission _is... free and

Group” and ARTS AND CULTURE

MAGAZINE, will hold a charity concert on "

March 31 at the Chiangmai Plaza Hotel. The
concert is in celebration of Her Royal
Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirin-
dhom’s birthday on April 2, which has been
nated as Thal Heritage Conservation
l2y. Music will be presented by Coco Jazz
and the Chao Phya bands. For more
information, call the center at 221699 ext
3621-2.
chances are you'll be pleased with the
performance of Coco Jazz. ¢

hoy matey.. .CAPTAIN
HOOK’S Bar & Restaurant is a place
where you can have tasty fare "from
international ports. You'll have no time
remembering this name since it's not likely
that a sailor would retire to the mountains.

. Sizzling steaks, pizza and baked lasagna are

a few of the popular items served here.
Captain Hook's is open till 2.00 am daily for
night owls.

While you're in a sea-lanng mood,
CHIANGMAI'TREASURE ¢#n Sankam-
paeng Road has beautiful sts made of
teakwood. Since teak is ardwood these
chests will store your f; }u treasures for
years to come. The /dtaff at Chiangmai
Treasure have years‘of gxpenence when it
comes to shipping” dumnture around the
world, too.

For those visitors who have a better
command of French® than English,

.EXCELSIOR TRAVEL, Agence Fran-

Thammasat Universities. The speech will be

caise de Voyage, will gladly assist you with
trekking tours, sightseeing and hotel
reservations throughotit 'n\alland Give
them a call at 2172307

Driving down the Chlangklan Lane
to KOONTEE CERAMICS Workshop/

Showroom is a pleasant experience by’
iself. Visitors- can watch the craftsmen

throwing CIay ‘and shaping beautiful

ceramics-1o-| be. Beautiful coffee and tea sets

and {hex ceramics home decorative articles
are wamng foryou. »~

" One restaurant in Chiangmai has an
intnguing history and that is MR. CHAN &
MISS PAULINE PIZZERIA RES-

TAURANG. Not a misspelling for that's -

how restaurant is spelled in Swedish. How is
Swé(!en connected with a Chinese name
who makes Italian Pizza? Visit this place any
day from 11.00 am ull 11.00 pm and the
cwner will fill you in while you fill up with
pizza and pasta!!

~ Celadonware is known for for bluish
and whitish green glaze. MENGRAI
KILNS on Rasd Uthis Road has prefected a
deep red glaze that was prized in Chlna
centuries ago. After admiring the dl:dnctxve
celadon pieces in the Mengrai ilns'

showroom, you'll become 3 gol_lecl(f and -

for very good reason. |

Continued on Page 81
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If you like. easy-listening jazz,
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