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Chumpon Apisuk was born on 1948 in Nan, a northern province in Thailand. He studied art at Changsilpa School of Art (1965-66), Silpakorn University’s Faculty of Painting, Sculpture and Print making (1967-68), Private study with Tang Chang (1968-69), The School of Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, Massachusette, USA (1974-1976).

One of the pioneer of performance art in Thailand and SE Asia. He is known for his activism in AIDS, Human Rights, democracy. He works with EMPOWER Foundation, which was founded by his partner Chantawipa Apisuk, an organization advocates for the rights of sex workers in Thailand. Where he conduct art for advocates training for sex workers leaders and activists in Thailand and SE Asia. He is currently a member of the board of Bangkok Art & Culture Centre (BACC), in Bangkok.

In 1986, at the Bhirasri Institute of Modern Art, he organized ‘Wethi-Samai / Contemp-Tre” with Chatvichai Prommathattawethi (director), Vasan Sitthiket and Suvanich Rojanaraksa – a multi-disciplinary mixed event which regarded as a starting point of Avant-garde and Performance Art movement in Thailand. In 1988, he found “Tap Root Society” an art/activist center in Chiangmai, which led to bring cultural activism into Chiangmai.

Since 1986, he has performed more than 200 times in Germany, England, Canada, Japan, Philippines, Indonesia, Vietnam, Korea, Hong Kong, Poland, Singapore, Spain, Switzerland, Australia, USA and in Thailand. He found Concrete House in 1993, an art and community space, the only performance art venue in Thailand. He is also a founder and director of “Asiatopia – an International Performance Art Festival in Thailand”, since 1998. 

Currently, Chumpon is launching a new Performance in Residence and International Performative Exchange project in his remote home of Nan Province, his home town 700 km north of Bangkok.
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