Thailand and "Ring the Bell".
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Traditionally in Thailand bells were usually
associated with spiritual ceremony or buffalo.
During the early 1970’s American fighter pilots
were based in the north east of Thailand in
Korat. They flew bombing missions from there
into Northern Vietnam and Laos. They installed
the most famous bell of its time in the O'club on
the air base in Korat.

It was only rung when a pilot completed his
tour of duty and was -

going home. He would
ring the bell and buy a
round for everyone in the
bar to celebrate.

Soon all Korat bars
sported a bell. In the late
1970’s the bars that
began to open in
Patpong all installed a bell. Over the next few
decades fighter pilots and GI's were replaced
by civilian tourists who, with no prior knowledge
of the tradition of the bell, found it an irresistible
lure.

To date millions of people have rung the bell in
Thailand. Whether they rang it on purpose to
celebrate, rang it by accident, or were driven by
curiosity, nearly everyone gets into the spirit.
However, many people still mistakenly believe
this is an old Thai tradition and in another
hundred years we guess it will be, but as yet
the tradition of “ring the bell” is only about 30
years old and does not yet exist in non-western
style bars.
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