W25 W.6. 2470

Sampeng in 1927
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Since 1727 trading between Siam and China began to boom, also brought in many Chinese immigrants. A century later, virtually half the 400,000 residents of Bangkok were
Chinese immigrants. By the 1850’s Bangkok's prostitution industry was centered on the Chinese district of Sampeng Lane, where green lights instead of the European red
signaled work places.



“In Trok Tao lane there are rows of shop houses on both sides, every house hang green lantern inside their doors, every evening before dark | saw women holding
bunch of lighted ...sticks (about 20) under the green lantern. | asked them ‘why they do that?’, they said to prey for more customers. These women priced between 6 salung
(Baht 1.50) or 2 Baht. But in the high rise building opposite the lane, there are women doing the same work as these women here, but hidden their green lantern inside that
we cannot see from outside, so it is only serve people who are regularly known the place as “Yisun Lueng - Yellow Yisun” more high market and not so aggressive as in Trok
Tao lane, priced around 3-4 Baht. I’'ve been there many times, they are more polite and inside the rooms are well decorated for higher customers, not mixed up like in Trok
Tao lane.” (Trok Tao today is Yaowarat Soi 15, which connected to Sumpeng or Thanon Vanich) as told by Kanchanakapan.



