Since the first invention in 1790 the sewing machine
has played an important role in the history of women
and work. Dubbed 'The Queen of Inventions" in 1860,
over time it moved from homes and small shops into
large, machine-controlled environments dominated by
Impersonal managements. Production increased and
prices fell, but workers suffered loss of independence,
lower wages, and sometimes harsh working conditions.
Hundreds more faced unemployment The situation
became even worse when the addition of electric
motors to the machines led to sweat shops.

On March 8™ 1857 the action taken by women garment
workers in Europe led to the first trade unions. During
1907, 1908 and 1909 March 8™ marked the beginnings
of strike action and demonstrations by women workers
In the USA. Social upheaval contributed to large-scale
unrest, the organization of workers into unions, and
eventually to the establishment of government
standards for the work place.

Sewing machine has been used as training equipment in
rehabilitation center for women arrested by
“prostitution law”. Most government believe that
sewing occupation would be a substitute job to replace
selling sex.

Empower has been donated many sewing machine. This
machine is the most memorable tool to us all.
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