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History of A Go Go dancing.
After WWII ended, in early 1947, Compton MacKenzie published a novel
“Whisky Galore” about a cargo ship with 10,000 cases of whisky that was
wrecked near an island during World War Il. It was made into a movie called,
"A Tight Little Island”, but when the film was released in France, they used
the direct translation of the novel's original title: it became "Whiskey A
Gogo". (The translation of 'A Gogo' or 'Au Gogo' is 'galore'.)

In 1964, a Whisky A Go-Go Disco opened in Hollywood. It began as
a disco, but soon started featuring live performances as well. Between sets,
a mini-skirted Disk Jockey would play records from a suspended cage. When
the live acts were performing, she would pass the time in her 'bird cage'
dancing. Audiences thought this was part of the act, and the concept, and
name, of A Go-Go dancing were born.

New York's Whiskey A Go-Go opened in 1965 and added scantily
clad dancers, and A Go-Go dancing as we know it had arrived.

A gogoin Bangkok

The Grand Prix Bar & Restaurant on Patpong 1
was billed as the "first successful A Go-Go bar"
in Thailand by owner Rick Menard in 1969.

Dancers wore bikinis and usually
danced in bare feet, flip flops or tennis shoes.
About four dancers would each dance about 3
songs before changing to another team.

In 1970 they earned around 2,000 baht
a month subject to the usual fines and
deductions. Joy, one of the first Thai Ago Go
dancers from the Joker Bar had her photo
printed to give o favorite customers.

There were no chrome poles until they
were introduced from Montreal Canada in the
1980’s.

In 2004 Thai police removed the A go
go poles from all bars in Chiang Mai as it was

Joy printed postcard of herself
distributed for her friends and
customers in Joker Bar Bar.

“not fitting for the cultural image of the North”.
In 2006 The Non Formal Education
department accepted to include A-go-go

dancing in the non-formal education
curriculum



