Bangkok expansion 1945 (65 years
ago)

In 1945 allied troops replaced the Japanese.
At that time there were 85 cabarets scattered
across Bangkok with names like Great World,
Happy World, Venus Club and Green Lantern.
The greatest concentration was on one block
of Nares Road. Other attractions of the time
included "a nine-story building on Yaowarat
Road plus a plethora of strip clubs, dance
halls, tea houses, etc. Bangkok in the late
40s also had the reputation of being one of
the blue movie capitals of the world... one
top-floor loft in Ban Moh housed a Thai film
studio devoted entirely to blue movie
production.

Patpong

During WWII Udom Patpongpanich, then a
student in the US, joined the pro-Allied Free
Thai Movement. He received training from
the US Army and from what was to become
the CIA at Fort Benning, Georgia. He was to
return to Thailand in 1945 to work as an
undercover agent but the war ended.

In 1946, the land where Patpong stands
today was sold to Udoms’ father, an
immigrant from China's Hainan Island, who
had been awarded the Thai name of
Patpongpanich by the king. Patpongpanich is
said to have paid 60,000 baht (then about
$US2400) for the land. He bought it with the
intention of building a house for his brothers
and sisters and cut a road through the
property to connect Silom and Suriwong
Roads. This road is what is known as Patpong
1 Road today. In the '50s, Udom developed
his family's real estate interests, of which
Patpong was the largest. Patpong was quickly
transformed into a nightclub zone.

Green harvest

Since the first cash rice crops in the 1920's
2463 land loss increased. Generations of
women have dedicated themselves to earning
money to buy back land for their families.
The rice harvest is completed each April.
Families who did not have a good crop or
weren't able to make good sales were
desperate for cash to survive until the next
harvest or risk losing their land. Since the late
1940's recruiters, originally mainly military
men visited the north and northeast in April
offering to find young women paid work in
the cities. This became known as the “green
harvest”.
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UN report prostitution Thailand

In the years just prior to 1957, there were
many new brothels built in Bangkok. The
most famous were at Praeng Supprasart,
Brahman monastery, Giant Swing, Brothel
Khai lane, brothel in front of Huayrong,
Sapanthan, Brothel Banglumpoo, Brothel
Sapanyao, Nangloeng, Sukhumvit Soi Klang
and Soi Ruamrudee. In addition independent
sex workers paddled around in boats where
customers would gather at Chaloemlab
Bridge, Pratoo nam.

In 1957 a U.N. Social Welfare Advisor
prepared a paper on prostitution in Thailand
1905 —1957. He reported prostitution was
"big business" in Thailand. At the time 20,000
women were registered which was estimated
to be only about 5% of the true number. This
estimate was based on the fact that only 5%
of women arrested for offences under the VD
Control Act or Public Nuisance Act were
registered.

R&R

In 1962 the USA and Thai governments
signed an agreement to provide R&R facilities
in Thailand. In 1964 GIs arrived in Uthapao
the first US Army Base near Pattaya. From
then until 1976, approximately 700,000
American soldiers were sent for R&R each
year... 6

months in the Vietnam war with one week in
Thailand to party.

World Bank Operation

The World Bank recommended that
Thailand promote tourism to replace the
income after the war was over.
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