CONCRETE HOUSE 

Proposal for annual activities

1.

SAMAI DIALOGUE 

AN ALL YEAR ROUND MULTI-DISCIPLINARY EVENT WITH DISCUSSION ON TOPICS, ISSUES AROUND ARTS AND CULTURE, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANTS OF OUR ERA, LIFE AND CREATIVITIES, OPEN CRITICS, ACTION ART AND LIVE POETRY ETC…

“ARTS IN SOCIAL DISCOURSE”

Thailand at present time is under political and social reform, so arts and culture activism, is important in this changing process. 

Today, in our cultural front, we need to cultivate spirituality and creativity, intuition and experimentation, spontaneity and risk, intellectual and challenge. 

Samai Dialogue is a non-formality, non-mandatary program, including live action, and talk by invited cultural workers, in a community club atmosphere.

Director: 
Chumpon Apisuk

Manager: 
Noppawan Sirivejakul

Concrete House

57/60 Tivanond Road

Nonthaburi 11000

Thailand

Tel: +66-2-526-8311

Fax: +66-2-526-3294

e-mail: concretehouse@empowerfoundation.org
About Concrete House:

Concrete House has been active since 1993, as an art space, a meeting place for community workers, artists.  It has been regarded as a pioneer for alternative space for Bangkok, until recently when a few more alternative art spaces open in Bangkok. However, the role of concrete house has been centered on community discourse, political & social oriented. Though many of its activities are performance art, as it has been regarded as the only performance art space in Thailand.

Since 1998 Concrete House has organize annual international performance art festival “ASIATOPIA”. The festival has been recognized as one of the major contemporary art event in Asia, and has allowed local art community to directly exchange with international artist, from Asia as well as other continents.

On other activities at the Concrete House, since it’s conception in 1993-2000, the concrete house organized 30 events and meetings, includes 4 workshops on performance art, 4 Live Art Event, 6 International artists exchange, 4 Art exhibition and poetry reading and exhibitions, 4 site Installation, 4 art workshops for community workers, 4 lectures by international artists and critics, etc. Community groups, especially people living with HIV/AIDS and women organizations have regularly use our meeting hall as their social and meeting functions. The concrete house also collaborates with artist’s organizations and groups around the world by introduce Thai artists to overseas festivals and events.

Since 2000, the fly over bridge construction in front of our building, and has cause disturbing noise and dust. All of the businesses and residence in the area has been affected, as well as concrete house. The house has been closed, and moves their activities to outside the space, like organizing Asiatopia Performance Art Festival, and organize many lecture events at other spaces.

In 2001, the Artists Network Campaign for Bangkok Metropolitan Art Center was found, and concrete house was selected by its committee to be the secretariat office and center of the movement. 

Today the fly over bridge, has finished, and traffic has returned to normal. The plan to re-open Concrete House seems possible, again.
Samai Dialogue:

The dialogue center idea is being planned to give lives to arts and literature community, as well as with community of social activists. It will hold discussion or informal seminar type 12 times a year, including action performance, poetry, art, media and music. 

The discussion focuses on various art practices and contemporary social environment, as well as socio-political discussion around issues of women, health, cultural, arts and contemporary life styles.

Local artists and writers community are encourage to help organize event they prefer, such as young poetry reading, performances, experimental music, etc.

Audience target artists community, writers, NGO/Activists, intellectual community in and around Bangkok.

The new concrete house will also includes an art library and video& audio archive, where people can come and read books, study art books and view arts on video, cd-rom as well as audio art. 

In the library will also include section of  non-commercial materials, such as community newsletters, journals, and other publications by various community and artists groups and organization around the countries and overseas. 

Objectives

1. To encourage interactive environment in art and cultural activism between historians, writers, artists and community of social activists.

2. To organize exchanges between Thai arts and intellectual community with international artists and critics.

3. To creates opportunity for open critics and public expressions.

Proposed Programs with first 2 event as trial run:

February 2003
10 years Anniversary of Concrete House

Dialogue with Surachai Jantimatorn / song writer, poet and singer, leader of Caravan Band

Trio Performance by Paisan Plienbangchang (The first Thai artists worked in exchange with overseas artists in 1993), Mana Poopichit, Sompong Tawee




Poetry Reading by Noppawan Siriwejakul

March 2003
Theme: Women, 2 multi-media  performances by Jittima Pholsawake, Lilianne Zumkemi;  Friendly Chat by Monthira Kasemsun (artist), Teweerat Leelanuj (writer/Journalist), Noi Apisuk (Activist/sex work rights)

April 2003
Theme: Earth, Fire, Wind, Water and Horse by Pongtep Kradon-chamnan

May 2003
Theme:  short film by Sompong Tawee 

June 2003

Theme: Metro-no-poly-tan / Vasan Sittikhet,  

July 2003

Theme:  Live Art, a performance art event that open for Thai 

artists who would like to experiment the art form, the program 

includes performance introduction workshop, discussion as 

well as action.  

August 2003

Theme:  Sex in Culture / Since AIDS has become a serious 

issue, sexual culture has put back on the table of conference 

discussion and also in school lessons. Sex was part of 

freedom expression during the 60s. During the 70s Sex is an 

issue of equality, etc. In many culture back in history, sex is 

part of our livelihood and believes and cultures. However, in 

the 80s and 90s sex has become industry, global exploitation 

of women, and many other political agendas. Suchart 

Swasdsri, request to lead the dialogue in accompany with a 

few PRO-Sex workers.

September 2003
Theme:  Political Art in Thailand 

October 2003
 Theme: Internationalism / Globalism / Nationalism

November 2003
Theme:  Overseas Visiting Artists 

December 2003
Theme:  break

January 2004
Theme:  begin new year event

Budget (12 months - Baht)

1.
Operation Cost

20,000 X 12

240,000- * 

2.
Volunteers workers

8,000 x 12
  
  96,000-

3.
Speakers & performers
5,000 X 36

180,000-**

4.
Overseas speakers

40,000 X 8 

320,000-***

Total







836,000-

(Eight Hundred Thirty Six Thousand Baht Only)

*/ Operation Cost: electricity, water, maintenance and repair works as well as organization cost for each month (open 4 days per week and 12 dialogue programs)

*** / for overseas speakers, artists including airfare, accommodation, per diem and fee.

**, *** / numbers of individual speakers and artists invited to dialogue café throughout the year. 

