เอ็มพาวเวอร์ จัดตั้งศูนย์ช่วยเหลือผู้ประสบภัย ที่ภูเก็ต
Situation Report Thailand 29th December 2004 
On the 26th December an earthquake causing waves of 10 meters struck along the islands and coastline of south east Thailand. The disaster has affected six provinces in all i.e.  Phuket, Krabi, Phangnga, Trang, Ranong and Satun.

Impact 
Socially the impact is unimaginable. As of today the 29th december there are 1,538 confirmed dead, 8,450 injured and thousands of others missing. The death toll is expected to increase with Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra saying “We expect the death toll to reach 2,000” The Nation December 28th 2004.
The numbers of foreign tourists affected is proportionally small but much of the media and government focus has been on their needs and the situation of major resorts and hotel chains. Little has been said about the thousands of local villagers, construction workers, sex workers, hotel staff, small-business owners,school children etc. 

Action 

It is of grave concern to us that the Royal Thai Government has yet to speak to the needs of the local residents in affected areas on any wider level than the need for blankets and noodles. We call on the government to expand it’s concern and focus to include the local citizens and residents of the areas affected. 

Situation of Migrant Workers

These official figures are unlikely to ever include those undocumented migrants from Burma and Cambodia and will the support provided by the Thai government extend to those who were registered workers?  Some 2 million migrants from Burma, Cambodia and Laos are estimated to live in Thailand. In November 2004 the Labor Department released figures that showed 810,285 migrant workers from these three countries had registered to work in Thailand. In Phuket 31,473 migrant workers were registered with the labor department. In Ranong 55,106 migrant workers were registered and 150,000 are undocumented and work illegally. The Thai Fisherman’s Union released figures showing that 70% of the 140,000 fishermen in Ranong were from Burma. However in spite of these facts the Hotlines set up for Thai people and foreigners to access information about loved ones notabley do not include a Hotline for migrant workers and their families to access information. 

Action
Our Action Network for Migrants is currently in the areas giving assistance and assessing the situation of undocumented and documented migrant workers. On the island of Pha Nga which has the highest death toll of over 900 deaths, at least 1,000 migrant workers from Burma marrooned with their lives in ruins and their future uncertain. Their biggest fear is deportation by Thai authorities overwhelmed by the needs of Thai nationals. 

We demand that the Royal Thai Government provide support and security for all migrant workers. In the coming days we expect to establish systems for documented and undocumented migrant workers and their families to exchange news and information. For more information contact action_migrants@yahoo.com 
Economic Impact
Economically those who live and work in the areas have had their livlihoods devestated. Secretary General for the Association of Thai Travel Agents puts estimated losses from tourism alone at 30 Billion baht. Tourism industry experts estimate that it could take up to two years before the areas can recover fully. There are no reliable estimates about the damage bill at this stage but it will surely run into the billions of baht. 

The provinces are major tourist destinations which receive nearly six million foreign tourists a year, half the national total. Phuket alone normally receives about 1.5 million tourists during the holiday season from November to February. The tourism business generates about 100 billion baht in foreign exchange in these areas. 
Action
All those businesses affected should receive government aid and concessions from financial institutions.The Royal Thai Government, especially the Labor Department, needs to design and implement stratagies to assist all workers and their families in the area. Similar to the emergency measures taken for Thai laborers stranded in Iraq during the war in 2003. 

Impact on Sex Workers
Tourists come to visit the natural beauty of the islands, relax in luxurious resorts and also to be entertained by the sex workers employed in hotels, bars and massage parlors. Sex workers have long been part of the attraction of these provinces and have generated billions of baht for their country, Thailand.  

Empower estimates there to to be close to 1,000 entertainment places in the affected areas.  In Phuket there are over 233 Bar Beers and Go Go bars concentrated around Patong Beach alone, with up to 760 Entertainment places in total on the island. The islands of Krabi and Phi Phi have a further 89 entertainment places combined. Ranong’s entertainment industry is mainly staffed by undocumented women from Burma and has up to 140 brothels with an estimate of 500 migrant sex workers.  
With a very conservative estimate of 10 workers per establishment the earthquake leaves some 10,000 entertainment workers affected by the disaster. As yet we do not know how many of us have died, how many of us have been injured and the fate of those of us who are missing. 

Some entertainment places have been destroyed by the impact of the waves. Other will be damaged by the loss of business over the next months and continuing for up to two years. 
Action
Empower has begun fundraising in the national sex worker communities of Bangkok, Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai and  the global sex worker network. For more information contact Empower 09 4353853  or make donations directly to

Account name :Ms Pornpit,Ms Buyu Vanderstein Ms Thanat Laovilawanyakul 

Bank : Khrung Thai Bank 

Branch: Si Yek Sanaam Bin 
Account number : 554 1 1 32922 4         ISB# KRTHTHBK

SWING (Sex Workers In Group) has been in Phuket for the last three days talking with entertainment workers and assessing the impact on the entertainment places.

For more information contact SWING 016266538

Currently the Rescue Workers have asked that people stay away from the affected provinces for a period of seven to ten days. After this period Empower will send a team to assess and report on the situation of sex workers. We will be working closely with other groups providing similar services to other groups such as migrant workers and local villagers. 

Many other workers have also been affected but unlike entertainment workers many other occupations are protected under labor laws and the government social security scheme for access to assistance such as sickness benefits, unemployment beneifits and disability allowences. Despite our huge economic contributions to Thailand, entertainment workers have long been denied the recognition of our work as work under labor laws, and therefore denied access to social security benefits. We ask that all entertainment workers in the six provinces receive the same recognition and assistance accorded to other workers affected e.g. fishermen, tour guides and dive instructors. 
We hope that in this time of great tragedy the spirit of unity and concern will extend to all those affected by this disaster regardless of their occupation, ethnicity or legal immigration status.
