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Press Release

Tsunami-hit folks

Hold art exhibition

Opening on Saturday 14 May 2005, from 1 P.M. onward, at Siam Society, Asoke Road ( Near MRT- Sukhumvit Station or BTS -Asoke station), the exhibition will be held until 31 May 2005, except Monday and National Holiday. The exhibition is supported by Siam Society, EMPOWER Foundation, Concrete House and the Office of Contemporary Art and Culture, Ministry of Culture.
A group of people whose lives have been changed forever by that frightened incident on the last Sunday of 2004 will hold an exhibition of artworks that they produced while trying to piece their lives together in the relief camps along the Andaman coast.

The exhibition, Life Now, will take place at the Siam Society on Asoke Road on Saturday, May 14. It is composed of works of batik art created by a youth group at the largest relief camp in Ban Nam Khem in Phangnga. The artworks reflect the youngsters’ impression of the devastation brought on by the tsunami that had destroyed properties, changed the landscape and taken the life of their loved ones, interrupting their own lives and changing them forever. 
Deputy Prime Minister Chaturon Chaisang will preside over the opening at 4.30 p.m.

However, other activities of the day will be held prior to the exhibition. Beginning at 1 p.m. villagers affected by the tidal waves will hold a “Tsunami Art Market”, an exhibition and sales of artworks and handicraft they created, on the lawn of the Siam Society.

It is followed by a presentation of a report on the impact of the tsunami by the National Human Rights Commission, represented by commissioner Wasan Panich.

Representatives of the affected villagers will also talk about their lives and what they need to help them get back on their feet. It will be the first time that tsunami-affected villagers will tell their stories to Bangkokians.

There will be music by Marijuana band, poem reading by renowned poet and national artist Naowarat Pongpaiboon, musicians Surachai “Nga” Chantimatorn and Mongkol “Wong” Utok, and artist Vasan Sitthikhet.

The Life Now Project was initiated by the Artists of Concrete House and supported by Empower Foundation. It is one among many projects initiated by many other non-profit and non-governmental organizations, including the Duang Prateep Foundation, the Human Settlement Foundation, the Chumchonthai Foundation, Ban Nam Khem Youth Group, Ban Nam Khem Coordinating Center, and Safe Andaman Network.

The supporting organizations have been involved in working with people of the Andaman coast to help restore livelihoods and mental well-being of affected villagers as well as coordinate with governmental agencies to ensure assistance reach the affected communities.

For more information, contact the Siam Society at  02-661-6470,-7,  Concrete House at 02-526-8311, or Somsuda Piamsamrit at 01-774-6514.

