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American Jewish World Service

45 West 36th Street, 10 Floor, New York, NY  10018

(212) 736-2597/phone

(212) 736-3463/fax

ajws@ajws.org
Emergency Relief Request Form

In events of natural and man-made disasters, AJWS raises money from throughout the American Jewish community to support emergency relief and reconstruction efforts. AJWS works in partnership with both international humanitarian organizations and local NGOs in affected regions to provide emergency food, shelter and medical supplies as well as any other crucially needed materials. AJWS also sends highly skilled men and women to assist local relief and reconstruction efforts through its Jewish Volunteer Corps (JVC).
	Date
	January 24, 2005

	Name of Organization
	EMPOWER Foundation

	Executive Director
	Chantawipa Apisuk, Noi

	Project Contact Person
	Chantawipa Apisuk, Noi

	Mailing Address


	57/60 Tivanod Road, Tumbon Talad Kwan, Nonthaburi 11000, Thailand



	Phone (include country code)
	+ 662-526-8311,  + 661-655-7514

	Fax
	+ 662-526-3294

	Email 
	badgirls@empowerfoundation.org
empower@asianet.co.th

	Website
	www.empowerfoundation.org


	Organization’s Annual Budget (required)
	 US $ 200,000  (7  M. Baht)

	Project Title


	“Life Now”

	Amount Requested (US Dollars)


	US $ 22,000

	Summary description of relief effort for which you are seeking support (3-4 sentences)


	“Life Now” project is to offer emergency response to provide help and relieve to workers in entertainment and tourism industry, their families and communities affected by the tsunami in 6 provinces of Thailand.



1.
 Provide a brief history of your organization (include date founded):

Empower is a non-governmental organization offering support to women working in the sex industry.  It is founded in 1985 and registered as a foundation in 1994. 


Empower started in Patpong, the famous red light district of Bangkok. 

Initially Empower offered English language skills, education on reading writing, trainings on computers, and  assisting on legal rights including social access, health including SIT and HIV/AIDS, promoting condom use and safer sex.  Empower created “Badgirls” newspaper  the only newspaper by and for sex workers since 1985. It was named “Patpong” Newspaper for Patpong people - then later changed to “EMPOWER” - since 2000 Badgirls distributed widely through out the countries.


Empower works closely with local networks of  women organizations, human rights groups, HIV/Aids coalition, Labor federations, environmental organization, artist network and migrant network. 
Internationally, 
Empower has been in International HIV/Aids conferences since 1987 and is well known to the world HIV/Aids Community. The Asia Pacific Network of Sex Workers (APNSW) was formed by Empower in 1995. 


Empower works in collaboration with government programs, national policies. It has been involve with drafting laws, representing in committees and financially supported by ministries of public health, ministry of social security and labor affair and ministry of education.


EMPOWER has 5 centers, Patpong center, Concrete House in Nonthaburi, Chiangmai and two centers in Maesai, Chiangrai.
2.
State your organization's mission:

EMPOWER :  Education Means Protection Of  Women Engaged in Re-creation.

Sex workers need recognition for their working status in society. Hence prostitution has not been accepted, options on legalization, and does not see as the way to protect the rights of the workers but rather to control them. In Thai society, however, there is a small alley for sex worker to walk in order to live normal lives and are able to plan for their future.  


A drop in unit of Empower is a meaning of private space for sex workers to share their concerns, speak by themselves, re-gain self pride and to rebuild self confidence in order to minimize exploitation and violation economically, sexually, politically against people working in sex industry.   
3.
Explain the structure of your organization: (How many staff members? Field Officers? Do 
you have a Board?) 


· Constructively, Empower is composed by 5 centers, 

18 full-time staff members, 10-15 out-reach/field workers, 15-20 volunteers

· Members of each center nominate 2 representatives 

10 rep. representing working committee 

5  rep. nominated to represent board members  

· Strategically, it is a collective organization working by official post of a chair, a deputy chair, 

a treasure and 2 committee members.
4.
List your organization's recent major activities:

· Education: continuing education for Non Formal Education Program provides certificate by ministry of education for primary, secondary and high school. 
· Skills training: foreign languages, English, Japanese and skills for computer and internet.
· Counseling /Health: General health care, family planning, pregnancy and abortion including STI and HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment. 

· Assisting on Legal and Rights:  Prostitution law, labor and social security law – rights to opportunity and social access including assistance for migrant populations and Human Rights.

· Publication “Badgirls”:  Community Newspaper by and for sex workers.
5.
Describe the community or communities in which the relief/reconstruction initiative will be carried out, its size, its specific problems, especially those you will attempt to solve.  Does this group differ from past groups by location, age, socio-economic background, etc.?  

Explain:   Disaster areas in 6 provinces, they are well known tourism business area especially beaches in Phuket, Phung Nga and islands in Krabi.  For those who are cheap labors and non identification workers working in entertainment in tourism industry reported to be unknown documentation. Thousands of migrant workers from neighboring countries seem to be disappearing with no evidences – hotel workers, entertainment, beach massagers, lottery sellers, food vendors, their families, friends and people in communities. It has been about a month long – how ever affected survivors are still living in difficulties.  
6. Relief/Reconstruction Activity: Provide a detailed description of the effort for which you are requesting funds including a description of the region where it will take place and the target population it will reach:

Activity: 
Life Now Mobile Unit provides skills and trainings:
Activity I
Income generating workshop 



Skills on Batik and silk screen to 


Re-creating occupational tools and supplementary income.
Activity II
Legal advice Center: Training the trainers 
· information about legal right according to emergency fund policy

· legal support on processing cases’ files to re-claim the losses
· Other legal needs on rights to social access and employment.

Activity III
Community Newsletter 

· update news, 
· sharing ideas and concerns, supporting the needs, 

· voices to be heard
7.       Implementation: Provide a timeline for the activities that will be undertaken and when they will be   

initiated and completed.  


A pilot Project of 6 months period



Possible date starting February 1, 2005 - July 31, 2005
	Program activity
	             Month Period

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	Activity I:   

Workshops production  Batik, silkscreen, painting

Exhibition / sale /income
Mobile workshop to other community
	x
	x

x

x
	x

x

x
	x

x

x
	x

x

x
	x

x

x

	Activity II
Workshop for legal/law/regulation as priority need Training on how to collect legal document 

File cases / possible action.
	x
x

	x

x
	x
x

x

	x

x


	x

x


	x

x

x

	Activity III

Publication Production Process

Printing distribution: 
a monthly/ A4/4 pages/500copy
	x

x
	x

x
	x

x
	x

x
	x

x
	x

x 


8.
Project Goals:  List the goals of the project and describe how they are related to the current emergency situation.  If this project differs from your stated mission, please explain how your organization is capable of work outside of its original scope and qualifications:

Expectation: 
Affect people will regain – supplemental income




A community shop to be developed – micro credit ?




Community legal advice center




Community publication / monthly / 500 copies



A Mobile trainer team  

8. Community Participation: Explain if and how the community has been involved in the relief work:

Workshop has simply started in temporally shelter in Ban Numkem, Bangmoung.

It has been well accepted – it needs to be developed for the long term plan.

Community people will be trained to be trainers on art producers and legal advisors.


Newspaper will be produce by them and for them and expect to be on going after this 


pilot project finish
10.
Estimate the number of people who will benefit from the project: Please take into account people who will benefit indirectly, i.e., family members, extended community.

Interested people can join approximately 200 participants for art workshop and 300 participants for 

legal workshops. Community newspaper by monthly can reach 5,000 readers if one copy 


can share with about 5 readers.

11. 
Budget: 
US $ 22,000

1.
Workshops Equipment / supplies
2,000

2.
Transports/accom. for organizers
3,600


3.
Food/allowance for participants

4,000





4.
Trainers/advisors/resource persons
2,400


5.
Printing Newsletter /500cp /6 issue
3,000


6.
Documentation /Xerox / photo

1,000



7.
Office supply / stationary

1,800


8.
Co-ordination /tel./fax/email/internet
2,400


9.
Exhibition / 2 exhibits


1,300

10.
Misc.




  500
12.
Please provide three references who can be contacted about your work. The individuals must be from outside the organization.  Include each person’s name, their relationship to your organization, their address, and their phone number, fax number and email address


Senator Jon Ungpakorn, Mr



Chair, Health and Human Security Committee, senator’s office




House of Parliament, Bangkok




Tel: + 662-244-1904, 02-244-1779, Fax: 02-244-1779


Ms. Naiyana Supapeung




Commission of Human Rights,




National Human Rights Commission Office




Tel: + 662-219-3573


Prof. Ms. Malee Preug Pongsawalee, Lawyer




Chair, Women Study Program,



Thammasart University, Faculty of Law, Bangkok




Tel: + 662-224-9420
13.
Please comment on the current situation in the affected area in regards to:
· the efforts of the government

· the efforts of international organizations

· the efforts of local groups
Realistically, 
There are more than enough donations made directly through the government and relief agencies but people find it difficult in reaching help.  Most people do not know where to get compensation under government relieve funds they neither know this policy has been practically existed.

It’s been nearly a month long since disaster; temporally housing project is being built in the major areas for those who had lost their houses.  But for people who still had their houses there were no policy to help on individual renovation reconstruction. 

The government had a clear statement to ensure the losses for hotelier and tourism business operators that the Prime minister had hope the business would definitely return to normal in the near future. Mean while the Prime minister had not yet any government policy ensures the losses of lives, unemployment benefit or job replacement for the labors working in entertainment and tourism business.

People are living with frustration about unreachable donations, slow process and unclear policy.
14.
Please enclose:

a.
A copy of your organization's most recent annual budget. Include an audited financial statement if available.  
b.
A brochure, newsletter, annual report or other pertinent publications

c.
Proof of non-profit status


a, b, c,   will be sent by post mail. 
d.  
Your bank information (local currency preferred):  Transfer to Thai Baht

Acc. Name:  

EMPOWER Foundation


Acc. No:

012-2-02186-4


Bnk. Name:

UOB Radanasin


Bnk. Address:

120-123 Ngarm Wongwan (Branch)





Nonthaburi 11000, Thailand


Telephone:

+ 662-580-0290, -3



Swift Code

RSBXTHBK


Interested in receiving volunteers?

Yes  



No

15.  If your organization is interested in receiving volunteers, please include qualifications needed of volunteer and length of stay required.  AJWS will follow-up with you regarding possible matches of volunteers from the Jewish community.

· Open minded to different perspective on prostitution and related issues

· Knowledge about how to use Computer and internet
· Committed to work at minimum of 3 months

· Friendly, eager to learn and share experiences rather to teach people.

· Happy to participate in activities at empower center as well as in sex work community.   

-----------------------------------------------------------------
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