Tsunami Art report # 2 ACTION

“LIFE NOW” Project

We went back to the relief camp at Bang Muang sub-district in Takua Pa Distict of Phang Nga, about 100 km northeast of Phuket in the main land, along the Andaman coast drive. All over 3000 survivors at this camp are from Baan Nam Kem Village, the village that most severe damage and lost 1/3 of its members.

In our group were 6 artists, 2 community workers and 1 writer. We’ve raised some Baht 30,000 from exhibition in Bangkok, and friends donations. Though small donation, but it as enough to buy a small set of equipments to set up simple batik and screen print shop at the site.

We’ve been given a half space in big machine garage area, with open all sides and high roof. The whole area is very dusty, which is one of the problem, however, we cope.

Batik Workshop:

Supin Booyakan (Ped), a batik maker from Bangkok, is our main responsible for batik workshop. However, with only one artists is very difficult, as she only can spend 1 week at a time per month. It would be good if she can have one or two more artists who can take turn facilitate and teaching at the workshop to keep it run full time. Though at this moment she has only serious 4 students, but from time to time there are people who want to participate for a short time. The on and off participants of the workshop, however make the workshop lively, and many produce works in respond to their hearts and mind, which make the works more interesting.

Screen Print Shop:

Wichukorn Tangpaiboon (Jon), a screen print making artist and performer from Bangkok, is running screen print workshop, and also responsible for recruitment of new members. He has 4 helpers who are leaders of youth groups in the camp. The workshop has just finish setting up printing workshop last week. The next step will be production of small items which can be made by hand, like post card, shoulder bag, and T-shirt printing.

We met with Wasant a chief carpenter who lost all his carpenter tools, “They … are also encourage villagers to form carpenter group, which we can help raise fund for their tools. Bill Walsh from Rhode Island, (my long time personal friend), pledge to help fund raising for the carpenter group.

A group of community art project called “Sound and Vision”, who are expert in mobilizing quick solution painting training camp. They are planning to come down regularly to the camp, to mobilize art therapy sessions.
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