PROFILE & ACTIVITIES

CONCRETE HOUSE 

57/60 Tivanond Road, Nonthaburi 11000, 

Tel: (02)526-8311 Fax: (02)526-3294

E-Mail: concretehouse@empowerfoundation.org

Director:


Chumpon Apisuk  

Council:


Chantawipa Apisuk





Noppawan Sirivejkul





Paisal Plienbangchang 





Padungsak Kochasumrong









Jittima Pholsawake





Vasan Sitthiket

AIMS:

-
A space for art and community interaction.

-
To promote International art and cultural exchange.

-
To promote experimental art practices and especially performance art

Profile:
Since 1998

Organize Asiatopia International Performance Art Festival and 


a center to study, archive, performance art development in 



Thailand and S.E. Asia region.



Part of a global network of performance art community.




Organize performance art workshop for local pratictioners and 


beginners.

In 2004

Organized International Art & Cultural Program for 15th 




International AIDS Conference, Bangkok

Activities:
1993

Founded 



Opening event January 10, 1993; Honey Bee Performance Group

January-March
International AIDS Poster and Prints Exhibition
June-July 

Thai-Australian-Philippinoes Artists Exchange




Installation by: Anurak Chat-anand, Paisal 





Plienbangchang, Jittima Pholsawake, Juliet Lee, Alwin 



Realmillo




Performance by City Art League - Santi Issarowuthakul,




Vasant Sitthikat, Suraphol Panyavachira, Kamol 




Phaosawasdi, Chumpon Apisuk
October

“Sense Yellow”, Thai-Singapore-German Artists Exchange




Installations and Performances by Helmut Lemke, 




Veronika Radulovic, Lee Wen, Koh Nguang How,




Chumpon Apisuk, Vasant Sitthiket, Soonthorn Meesri,




Paisal Plienbangchang
1994

February

“Book Maker; A Silence Moment of Writers”




Art works by writers, book illustrators and poet -




Reflections from trips to Burma and May 1992 




Massacre in Bangkok ; Chiwee Chiwa, Kusol 




Kongsawasdi, Chinwachara Yodsiripan
May
“ToxiCity : Community in Hazard” an International Fax Art on the international issue of community and workers safety relates to industrialization. 148 faxes sent from 100 artists from New Zealand, Australia, Japan, United States, Philippines, Indonesia, Singapore, England, and Thailand




Live Performances by: Michael Grimm, Puwadol Chaikuna, 


Chiwee Chiwa, Paisal Plienbangchang, Jittima 




Pholsawake, Chumpon Apisuk
June-August

AIDS in Medias and Prints




Thailand’s AIDS Memorial Quilts Display

September - October
“Reverse - Esrever”  Installation by: Pitak Sanga, 

Nopparat Choakchaichutikul, Anurak Chat-anand, Tatri 

Pokawanich

1995

March
“TRADISEXION” Thailand’s first Women Arts in conjunction with International Women’s Day




Artists: Jittima Pholsawake, Parptawan Suwannakut, 



Nopparat Chokchaichutikul, Nittaya Eauareeworakul, 



Charasri Roopkhumdee, Khaisaeng Panyawacheera




Women writers participated in catalogue/book: 




Sridaorueng, Jiranan Pitpreecha, Chantawipa Apisuk, 



Chama, Prae Jaru, Jitraporn Wanaspong, Ngaosilp
June-July

“PLANTING SEEDS” Workshops on performance art, 



collaborated with Saeng Arun Art Center and Paul 




Schock - Tuzon Community Art Center.
September - October
“EARTH WALKER” Performance and Installation works by the Earth Walker Group ; Suraphol Panyawacheera, Methee Buripakdi, Terdkiet Promnok, Lerpong Puthichart
December

“AIDS Memorial Quilt” in conjunction with World AIDS Day
1996

January

Laan Kap Pu (Grand Children and Grand Pa)




Works by former streets children and elderly persons




who join the art training project of a women artists




Jittaree Wanapong
Since February 
Collaborate with Studio Xang organizing “WOMANIFESTO”, a women’s arts event projected for 1997.
July


“LIVEART - First Performance Art Festival in Thailand”




Participants: Suraphol Panyawacheera, Mongkol 




Plienbangchang, Jittima Pholsawake, Khaisaeng 




Panyawacheera, Paisal Plienbangchang, Vasan 




Sitthiket, Chumpon Apisuk
September
“Second Asia-Pacific of Contemporary Art Triennial, Brisbane, Queensland, Australia. Director of the concrete house spoke to the conference on “Artists in Social Dimension

October
Director participated in “ROOTS Festival - Hull’s Time Based Art 1996”, England. Meeting with Project Environmental, Manchester, The Max Factory Group - London, participated in artists forum on Funding for Change.

1997

February

“Communication With Us” Installation by 10 artists
March


“WOMANIFESTO” an International Women Arts Event, co-



organized with Studio Chang.
July
“LIVEART ‘97 - Thailand’s Second Performance Art Festival”  Participants: Suraphol Panyawachira, Khaisaeng Panyawachira, Mongkol Plienbangchang, Jittima Pholsawek, Nattavude Chuklin, Sompong Tawee, Paisal Plienbangchang, Chumpon Apisuk
August
Collaboration with Triangle Project - an international ecological concern art project, Derby, Western Australia. 

October-November
International AIDS prints and artefact, in conjunction with 




the 8th Internation Conference of People Living with 



HIV/AIDS, Chiangmai, Thailand
December

Collaboration with Pan Asian Performance Conference: 



Bangkok Performance Conference, Chulalongkorn 




University

5th International Performance art Conference, co-organized by ASA and Concrete House, with support from Goethe Institute, and co-operation with Marsri Gallery and faculty of Painting, Sculpture and Print Making – Silpakorn University
1998

March
Collaborate with NIPAF ( Nippon International Performance Art Festival), as advisor for S.E. Asia artists selecltion.

May
Co-organized Vietnamese-Thai Artists Exchange, sponsored by Siam Society and Ford Foundation, Dalat, Ho Chi Minh City, Wei, Hanoi

June
Conception of Asiatopia, an Asian Performance Art Festival, in co-operation with Bangkok Metropolitan.

July


LIVE ART Symposium, Thailand
October
‘Asiatopia’; 1st Asian Performance Art Festival, Saranrom Park, supported by Bangkok Metropolitan Administration, co-organizes by The Office of Social Welfare of Bangkok Metropolitan, EMPOWER Foundation  and AARA, Project 304, Ukabat Group, Studio Xang

1999

March
Co-organize ‘Womanifesto’, 2nd International Women Art Festival, Saranrom Park, Bangkok.


Works by 2 women artists

May
‘LIVE ART 3; Thailand Marathon Performance Art Festival”

June
Visit Vietnamese artists community in Ho Chi Mihn City and Hanoi 

Preparation work for 2nd Asiatopia / 1999

November
2nd Asiatopia

2000
The road construction infront of Concrete House began to effects activities by dust and loud noise, to the level that all activities inside Concrete House cannor continue. 

Concrete House decided to concentrate in organizing international exchange and collaborate with other art space and groups.

February
Cooperate with Triangle Art Trust, London, in it’s program in Western Australia, by sending 2 Thai artists and help selected 2 artists from other Asian countries, where art trust do not have connection.

March
Co-organize artists rally at Bangkok Metropolitan Office, called for public hearing on the changes of Bangkok Art Center project.

June
Live Art 5 / workshop

July
Starts exchange program with NIPAF (Nippon International Performance Art Festival), co-founded PAPA (Performance Art Platform in Asia)

September
Co-operate with Ratchapat Institute in Nakornrachasima (Korat), organizing workshop and discussion on performance art.

November
Asiatopia 2000 and Performance Art Exchange between Thailand and Japan, Bangkok-Korat-Chiangmai

2001

January
New elected governor of Bangkok stop the construction of Bangkok Contemporary Art Center, and proposed a new plan. Which would give away the project to private investment, to build commercial center by providing space for Art Center.
March
Asiatopia decided to stop its activity, and forming Artists Network Campaign for Bangkok Metropolitan Contemporary Art Center. 

July
Artists Network organized a one night fund raising event with exhibition of donated paintings, music gala dinner, art auction. The Network raised 1 million Baht in one night, to fight against the new Bangkok Art Center cum Shopping Center.


“Art Center NOT Shopping Center” becomes the network motto.

August-September
An every weekend art festival held at the Art Center construction site.

October-December
A nation wide campaign in artists communities and art schools pledge for support and voice from art community. The campaign result 5,000 signatures and 4000 paintings of 1X1 metre each.

2002

May
4 km long painting march through the street of Bangkok and laid on the ground covered the lawn infront of the city hall.
June
Artists Network sue the Bangkok Metropolitan, and Thai government at the Administration Court.

The issue is still in court until today.

July
Asiatopia resume, at the same time artists network continue to push forward the national policy on art and culture.


With the support of Rockefeller Foundation, Goethe Institue and Heinrich Boell Foundation and international community and friends, 4th Asiatopia 2002 is taking place.

November
Asiatopia 2002, cooperation with Black Market International, organized in  Bangkok and Chiangmai. There are 30 artists from Germany, Switzerland, Canada, Finland, England, Singapore, Japan, Vietnam, Philippines, Indonesia, Myanmar and Thailand.

2003

February
Organizing Stop War Art event in Lumpini park. Co-organized by Forum Asia, United for Peace, Artists for Peace and Concrete House.

July
LIVE ART 6, workshop on performance art, supported by Office of Contemporary Art and Culture, Ministry of Culture.

November
ASIATOPIA 5/2003, 26 artists from France, Poland, Belarus, Germany, Ireland, England, China, Philippines, Indonesia, Vietnam, Japan, Canada and Thailand.

December
Starts organizing ‘SILABHA’ Art & Cultural Program of XV International AIDS Conference, Bangkok.  

2004

Jan-Aug
Organized cultural program for XV International AIDS Conference, including Living Art – Regional Artists Respond to HIV/AIDS, Africasia- and exchange between Africa and Asia community, SILABHA Events and Exhibition at Impact Center where the conference was held, Art event at Hua Lumpong train station, and Goethe Institute. There were 190 artists from around the world, including 25 exhibition projects, 10 theatre groups, 5 poetry and 32 music and performances groups and individuals.

October
LIVE ART 7, a first of 3 series workshop on performance art. 

November
ASIATOPIA

December
Art Action – History and Practice, lecture and workshop by Richard Martel, collaboration with Le Lieu, a center for Action Art in Quebec city.

2005
Jan-Dec
LIFE NOW Project, art workshop and skill training for youth effected by Tsunami attacked in Baan Namkem, Takuapa District, Pang-Nga. Supported by American Jewish World Services, Ministry of Culture / Office of Contemporary Art & Culture, Plan International, International Labour Organization and EMPOWER Foundation. 

Developing training program for community development and distribution center for “Living Art: HIV Centre Stage”- a documentary & manual to learn from Art & Cultural Program of XV International AIDS Conference.

March
Seminar on Performance Art in Thailand: Based on study of  performance art at Asiatopia festivals by Thanavi Chotpradit.
May
Exhibition of LIFE NOW Batik Paintings by Young Artists from Baan Namkem at Siam Society, co-organized by Siam Society, supported by Siam Society, Ministry of Culture / Office of Contemporary Art and Culture and EMPOWER Foundation.
August-September
Series of Art and skill Workshops for youth groups in villages along the Andaman sea coastal area of Southern Thailand. The workshop ended by presenting a final installation at Art on the Beach, Patong, Phuket 24-26 September, organized by Ministry of Culture/Office of Contemporary Art and Culture.
November
S.E. Asia Performance Art Symposium / 7th Asiatopia
2006
Jan onward
Home of Kumjing – the name of paper machet dolls made by migrant women in Maesai area. The project “Journey of Kumjing” started in February enroute to Singapore and return in March. Concrete House become a home of Kumjing.

May 
In cooperation with Siam Society, Concrete House organized Batik paintings exhibition by young people of Baan Namkem, reflections of 2004 Tsunami.

Since Sept
Began renovation and Concrete House is to be developed to become a museum of EMPOWER’s Sex Work project, ‘The National Museum of Ourstory’. 
2007 onward
The beginning of EMPOWER’s Sex Work Museum (in process).

What is Concrete House?

Concrete House is:

1. A shop house with 114 Sq Metre X 4.1/2 floor space. The first floor and mezzanine are given to an art space, second floor housed offices of EMPOWER Foundation and Naam Chewit Project as well as Resource Center for Art, HIV/AIDS, Human Rights and Women. 

There is a room and studio space on the third floor, for artists who seeks residency program.

2.
A not for profit space and organized collectively by artists on volunteer basis. The space is free for arts and social or community type activities, with shares or donation for electricity and expenses. 

       3.
It promotes arts as part of social activities, art is participatorial activities, which create dialogue and inter-exchange between cultures. We recognize that we are living in the world of communication and multi-culture society.

How to get in touch with Concrete House?


1.
Ask your friends who talked about the Concrete House.

2. Come by to visit Concrete House, please call  66-2-526-8311 or 

Fax: 66-2-526-3294, E-mail: concretehouse@empowerfoundation.org
Friends of Concrete House Abroad:

Australia:


Juliet Lea & Alwin Realmillo

15 Mortlock St.

Hamilton Hill 6163

Perth, WA 

tel: (09)314-5496

Canada:


Le Lieu: Centre en art actuel

345 Rue du Pont

Quebec City, G1K 6M4

tel: 418-529-9680

fax: 418-529-6933

e-mail: lelieu@total.net

England:


Hull Time Based Art

8 Posterngate

Hull, HU1 2JN, England

tel: 44-482-216-446

fax:44-482-589-952

Japan:



NIPAF 

2-8-15 Nakagosho,

Nagano-shi, Nagano,

tel & fax: 81-26-224-0748

e-mail: nipaf@avisnet.or.jp

Indonesia:


Arahmaiani Rahmayani

Jalan Nagasari No.2

IKIP, Bandung 40154

tel: 62-22-210-419

fax:62-22-421-8135

Singapore:


Amanda Heng

Block 230 #02-206

Hougang Ave. 1

Singapore 530230

tel: 65-287-8526

fax: 65-288-4006

Vietnam:

Blue Space Contemporary Art Center

Fine Art Museum of Ho Chi Minh City

01A Le Thi Hong Gam St., Dist. 1,

Ho Chi Minh City , Vietnam

Tel: 84-8-821-3695

Fax: 84-8-821-3696

