Asiatopia 2015, Program in Nan Province
Asiatopia an international performance art project organize by a group of Thai artists, which has brought international artists from Europe, America and Asia, to explore and experience contemporary Nan  people’s culture. The international visitors has been welcome with interest from people in Nan city.
This year the project is trying to experiment with local materials for artists to create their work in peasant community site. The visiting international artists will have an opportunity to exchange their view and learn local wisdoms directly with local peasants and artists.
This two ways exchange is to inspire new actions and broaden perspectives for the artists both local and visitors, as well as the people in Nan is able to experience new ways of artistic expressions.
To Artist:
Program in Nan this year, we will focus on exchange between artists, to exchange about each other ways of works/thoughts/activities. The format of each artist presentation about their work is open for 20 minutes each, in two afternoons of 22-23 Oct. Some artists may select the station in and around my house compound to present your works, as well as to leave there until the next day when people from Nan and the village will come to see. If you want to use LCD projector, I have one but the space is suitable for documents on paper or 3D, especially in broad day light. We also can arrange projection at night, as well.
However, we have on 24 October afternoon from 3-7 PM welcoming our friends from Nan city and in our village to come and see  our works. The work can take place within my house compound or outside the house, by the river, in the football field, etc. I am not expecting performance show, but experimentation with new environment and sites.
Nan city is not so big, and most important to understand the culture is to visit famous mural at Wat Phumin Temple. And to visit Nan Museum which will give you broad understanding of what was Nan in the old days. 
Visiting Hug Nan Foundation at Joko Farmers Learning Center is specially arrange for the artists to see alternative farming and local seeds collection, the devastation and deforestation of water shed area by modern industrial farming in so called ‘Contract Farming’. 
Nan Riverside Art Center, is an artist own and run art center. Winai Prabripu, a native born is a famous painter, has built his large farm land into self-run art center since 15 years ago. 

Activities Calendar: 18-26 Oct 2015
18/19 Oct	International artists travel from Bangkok to Nan                                                                          		And stay at Huen Mae Kumpaeng, Baan Namkrog Mai.
19 Oct		Afternoon, visit Wat Phumin Temple, Nan museum and city market.
20 Oct		Morning Visit Joko Farmers Learning Center                                                                                     		Afternoon visit Nan Riverside Art Center, by famous painter Winai Prabripu 
21-23 Oct	Explore around the village (each artists should get up early between 6-7 AM or better earlier, to visit village market, and try some local breakfast delicacy) 
		Artists presentation about their work practices (afternoon)
		Prepare for performance on 24 Oct
24 Oct	3-7 PM artists performances In and around the house compound and specific sites in the         village.
25 Oct		Artists from Quebec leave to Bangkok.
		Artists reflections 
26 Oct		All artists leave for Bangkok

About Nan
Nan was a small independent city state, situated on the Nan river basin. Its written history dated back to early 19 century. In the history of this old networks of small states, as far to the middle of today China’s Yunan Province and Early Siam state in the south – Nan as known today was then hold a mountain salt mines and traveled salt caravan across montains and rivers in land to all states in the region.
During the time of civil war between Bangkok government and Thai People’s Army in late60s-late 70s, Nan was a major strong hold of Community Party of Thailand. Nan hospital in late 60s were recieving injured soldiers from secret war in Laos, waged by Thai mercenary backed up by the USA. The war with the communist, somehow pave the way to deforestation and many new communities of former communist, which help contribute to strong communities development works.
Today Nan is one of the cultural rich province in the northern part of Thailand. A small city sort after by eco-lover Thai travelers, its hiding inside the mountain ranges next to the border of Laos’ Luang Prabang. It has been one of the most important culture and traditional city of the northern Thailand Lanna Kingdom.  

Mae Kumpaeng House                                                                                                                By Chumpon Apisuk:
Mother Kumpaeng was born in Mueng (Town or city) Nan 100 years ago. Her father was an elephant merchant came from Burma (Some said he is Karen from Maehongson, some said he is Tai Yai), her mother was Lao from Mueng Ngern of  Xaiyaburi. Mother Kumpaeng married with Father Att Apisuk, he came from Ayudhaya.
Father Att came to Nan to combat Malaria, as a civil servant in Public Health Ministry. He traveled throughout mountains and forests of Nan in the old day. He led his DDT spray team sprayed every single house in Nan, he caught mosquitoes in every forests to studied about the disease, he healed many ill or infected villagers, many people in Nan know doctor Att, and his legend is told until today in many places.
At Baan Namkrog, father Att and his friends in the village, together they helped develop new local orange, which later become Nan’s welknown “Golden Orange”. His long relationship with people and the land in Baan Namkrog has been ever since.
This plot of land, father Att said has oldest longan trees in the village, many are more than 50 years old. Though today, a few of them left, because our generation do not know how to take good care of trees. But I have determined that I will try my best to keep this oldest “pink” longan, as long as it can be.
My generation was the first who have seen long distant bus, which carried people, pigs and chickens from Nan to Prae the next province beyond southern mountain. Doctor Att has a small “Willie” jeep which he could drive to Prae, which took nearly one day to reach, when today we can drive to Prae in one hour.
Noi Chantawipa Apisuk came to lived in Nan with me in 1971, after that we went to studied abroad, and came back to work in Bangkok in 1984. Noi founded EMPOWER Foundation in 1985 to advocated for the labour rights of sex workers in Thailand. She loves clothes making, and old fabric. So, she has collected numbers of valuable old people’s wear and woven materials, many of those were advised by Pi Nu Wacharee Eakanan of Changtrukul store, in Town.
We would like to make Mae Kumpaeng house a place to collect people’s wear of the old days, as well as today’s wear of villagers and farmers in Baan Namkrog. We hope this collection will be stories of normal people told through art of wearing materials.
Tui (or Chum called by friends) Chumpon Apisuk is a performance artist. He has traveled to perform his ideas in more than 30 countries since 1986. He has met many artists from various part of the world, younger and older. He also think that it is time to develop Mae Kumpaeng’s house as center for international artists exchange and performance art study. 
 
Hug Nan Foundation 
[bookmark: _GoBack]An environmental & ecological friendly agricultural advocacy organization.  Which has been promoting local grains for cultivation in the province, by organize farmers university and rice museum. One of the scientific research in the watershed area is finding how nature produces its own fungus as natural fertilizers. The organization reproduction of natural fungus by mixing in animal food, in turn the animal farm can produce richer fertilizer for their rice field and fruit orchards.
