14th ASIATOPIA International Performance Art Festival

5 – 25 November 2012

S.E Asian Artists Exchange, Nan Province Thailand:  5-11 Nov, 2012

Asiatopia Festival, Bangkok, at BACC, Thailand  12-18 Nov2012

Asiatopia Festival, Nakonratchasima (Korat), at City Plaza, Thailand 20 – 25 Nov, 2012

One of the objectives of Asiatopia  is to introduce and open a platform for performance art practices in Thailand and the region. Each year we have brought many great performers/teachers from all parts of the world to perform, inspire with their knowledge and share practices with younger generations. Since Asiatopia 1/1998 we have brought over 300 artists from 30 countries, and since then the link between artists/artists organizations world wide has been strong and become an international community of performance art.
This year we are inviting Monika Gunther & Ruedi Schill, senior duet performers/teachers from Switzerland. They will conduct 6 days of workshops with total 60 young Thai artists and art students in Bangkok and Nakonratchasima or Korat. Asiatopia workshops throughout the time has introduced performance art to more than 100 art students, and has gained an increasing numbers of audience in Thailand to over 1,000 individuals mailing list.
The festival will be held in 2 cities, Bangkok and Nakonratchasima or Korat. In Bangkok Asiatopia is in cooperation with Bangkok Art & Culture Centre (BACC), and in Nakonratchasima in which hosted by local organization Korat Contemporary Art Group and local art and culture institutes.
Moreover, Asiatopia 14/2012 aims to invite artists/organizers from other ASEAN countries to meet with local cultural activists and concerned groups here in Thailand. They will meet and live together in a remote village outside Nan city, in the northern part of Thailand. There they will have an opportunity to explore the villager’s initiatives such as organic farming and ecological friendly agriculture as a way to preserve watershed of Nan River.  
Objectives:

1. To promote performance art study and practice in Thailand and in SE Asia region.
2. To strengthen and promote international art community at local community level.

3. To encourage experimentation and ‘dare to learn’ attitude among youth in Thailand.

List of Invited  Artists

Monika Gunther & Ruedi Schill (Switzerland)

Morgan O’Hara (U.S.A.)

Sinead O’Donnell (Ireland)

Yiorgos Zafiriou (Australia)

Lee Wen (Singapore)

Bui Cong Khanh (Vietnam)

Zoncy Phyu (Myanmar)

Rommel Espinosa (Philippines)

Rachel Saraswati (Indonesia)

Pornpilai & Jiradej Meemalai (Thailand)

Paisan Plienbangchang (Thailand)

Padungsak Kotchasumrong (Thailand)

Sompong Tawee (Thailand)

Mongkol Plienbangchang (Thailand)

Jittima Pholsawake (Thailand)

Boonsong Rodtap (Thailand)
Organized by:

Concrete House: Art and Community Action

EMPOWER Foundation

57/60 Tivanond Road

Nonthaburi 11000

Thailand

Tel: +66-2526-8311

Fax: +66-2526-3294

asiatopia@empowerfoundation.org
Facebook.com/Asiatopia
Contact person: Chumpon Apisuk; Curator/Director
Chumpon Apisuk: 

Curator/Director

Nopawan Sirivejkul: 

Manager

Padungsak Kotchasumrong: 
Festival Coordinator

Working Committee

Chumpon Apisuk  

Concrete House Director
Padungsak Kotchasamrong  
Festival Coordinator
Nopawan Sirivejkul 

Festival Manager

Jittima Pholsawake  

Committee

Mongkol Plienbangchang  

Committee
Suraphol Panyawacheera

Committee
Paisan Plienbangchang 

Committee
Vasan Sitthiket  

Advisor

Chantawipa Apisuk  

Advisor

Total Budget: THB 489,400
	Item
	Cost in THB
	Comment

	Pre-festival workshops
	
	

	Accommodation + meals
	60,000
	10 artists x 6 days 

	 Transport
	18,000
	

	Reception with locals
	25,000
	100 people

	Tea/coffee incidentals
	7,000
	

	Bangkok  & Korat workshops
	12,000
	4 workshops X 15pax = 60 pax X 50THB snack & drinking water

	Sub Total
	122,000
	

	FESTIVAL
	
	

	Artist’s fee
	 85,000
	17 artists x 5,000 THB

	Accommodation Bangkok
	113,400
	7 Shared accomm x 9 nights x 1,800THB

	Artists Reception   
	  17,500
	50 people x 350 THB

	Meals etc artists
	 12,000
	

	Exhibition & basic materials
	26,000
	

	Sub Total
	  253,900
	

	Media & marketing
	
	

	Posters
	6,000
	

	Program book
	20,000
	500 books x  40THB

	Sub Total
	26,000
	

	Administration
	
	

	Manager
	15,000
	

	Technical Coordinator 
	15,000
	

	Assistants
	12,500
	5 people x 500 Baht x 5 days

	Sound Equipment
	20,000
	

	Documentation photographer
	25,000
	

	Sub Total
	87,500
	

	TOTAL
	489,400
	


Ask support from Pro Helvetia: CHF 5,218.75 
As of exchange rate THB 32 = 1 CHF
	1. Hotel Accommodation for 2 in Bangkok and Korat
	26,000
	(1 shared room in Bangkok X 9 nights X 1,800 THB) + (7 nightsX1,400)

	2. International Airfare Zurich-Bangkok-Zurich 
	96,000
	2 passengers X CHF 1,500 X 32 THB

	3. Per diem while in Thailand
	45,000
	2 X 1,500 THB X 15 days

	Total support ask from Pro Helvetia
	167,000
	= CHF 5,218.75 


	Biographical dates Monika Günther and Ruedi Schill 
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	Monika Günther 

	born 1944 in Bad Hersfeld (Germany) 

	Art Academy Düsseldorf 

	Performances since 1980 

	lives in Luzern (Switzerland) and Essen (Germany) 

	Ruedi Schill 

	born 1941 in Luzern (Switzerland) 

	Art School F+F in Zürich (Switzerland) 

	Performances and Actions since 1975 

	lives in Luzern (Switzerland) and Essen (Germany) 

	Monika Günther / Ruedi Schill 

	since 1995 working together as a duo in Performance Art 

	Performances in Germany, Switzerland, Hungary, Poland, Mexico, Canada, Belgium, Belarus, Vietnam, Singapore, Italy, Spain, Chile, Bali, Java, Greece, Japan, Israel, Scotland, Sweden, Thailand

	since 1995 also teaching Performance Art at several Art Schools 

	2004 Art Price of the town of Luzern (Switzerland) 

	since 1998 artistic direction „International Performance Art Turbine Giswil“ (Switzerland) 



	Monika Günther / Ruedi Schill 

	Dammstrasse 9, CH-6003 Luzern / Switzerland Tel/Fax 0041 (0)41 240 15 78 schillguenther@bluewin.ch                                                                                                    http://www.kunst-forum.ch/html/detail.asp?PersonID=7114

	

	

	

	

	


Short Bio of Organizer

Chumpon Apisuk

Concrete House

57/60 Tivanond Road

Tambon Talad Kwan

Nonthaburi 11000, Thailand

Tel & Fax: 66-2-526-8311

concretehouse@empowerfoundation.org
Chumpon was born on 7 November 1948 in Nan, a northern province in Thailand.

Studied Art At Changsilpa School, Silapakorn University / Bangkok and at the Museum School of Fine Arts / Boston, Massachusette, USA. He also studied with Tang Chang a famous Thai contemporary poet/painter during 1968-70. He has been continuously promotes performance art in Thailand since 80s and is one of a welknown performance artists in Asia. Since 1986, he has performed in Germany, England, Quebec, Japan, Philippines, Indonesia, Vietnam, Korea, Hong Kong, Singapore, Switzerland, Australia and USA.

He found Concrete House in 1993, an art and community space, the only performance art venue in Thailand. He is also a founder and director of “Asiatopia – an International Performance Art Festival in Thailand”, since 1998. He is currently a member of the board of Bangkok Art & Culture Centre, in Bangkok.

Besides his artistic activities he is known for his activism in AIDS, Human Rights, democracy. He also works with EMPOWER Foundation, which was founded by his partner Chantawipa Apisuk, an organization advocates for the rights of sex workers in Thailand. 

His current project “The Journey of Kumjing” collaborates with his wife Chantawipa Noi Apisuk, won an international art award “Freedom to Create Prize”.  The project is engaged migrants women community in northern borders of Thailand and Myanmar. 
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 Kumjing’s car journey to Singapore, 2006.

About Asiatopia 
International Performance Art Festival

Organized by 

Concrete House, an art and community action center.

57/60 Tivanond Road, Talad Kwan District, Nonthaburi 11000, Thailand

Tel: +66-2526-8311, info@asiatopia.org, www.asiatopia.org, 

Asiatopia performance art festival founded in Bangkok in 1998, by a Thai performance artist Chumpon Apisuk and his colleagues such as Vasan Sitthiket, Paisan Plienbangchang, Surapol Panyavachira, etc… Today the festival has become one of the most important performance platform in Asia, and in the international community of performance art.

Asiatopia is the combination of the words “ASIA” and “TOPIA” .In Greek “topos” means ‘place’ therefore meaning of the word ‘Asiatopia’ conveys the attempt to create a place for asia among the stream of globalization as local  people try to create and present their own identities. It is the desire of locals to have both ‘Asia’s place’ and ‘a place for asia’. It is something ideal and desired ; therefore,asiatopia can be considered a ‘Utopia’ as well.The meaning of the Greek word ‘ou topos’ means ‘no place’ and froms a new meaning of ‘ the wonderful’ virtuous, idealistic place’ because of the glorious Latin novel written by Sir Thomas More in 16th  century.This  story  about an imaginary island called ‘UTOPIA’ refers to a state of virtue and decency and the word ‘Utopia’ has been linked to that novel ever since.As ‘Utopia’ is an idealistic place. It does not exist in reality (ou topos/no place) ,but is still a desirable place worth searching for. The meaning of ‘Asiatopia’ can be related to both ‘topos’ and ‘ou topos’ of or for ‘Asia’. At the same  time it can be considered both as a goal and a hope. Its goal is to create a place of and for Asia which is the hope for an idealistic state, reflected in the words of Asiatopia founder Chumpon Apisuk himself –“What can we do so that all the Asian artists don’t have to go to Europe to see each other?”

In November 2008, nearly 100 world reknown artists from 32 countries took turn each weeks to celebrate 10th anniversary of ASIATOPIA international performance art festival. 
Though performance practice has become a popular form among younger generation in Europe and America, and many countries in Asia with over 100 festival held world wide each year, but in Thailand government agencies and private funders focus their support in traditional art form, rather than contemporary practices. However, in order to keep the creative form going in the local art community most of the time the artists use their own money, or have to work with limited budget.

Since the founding of Asiatopia a decade ago, many Thai performance artists actively engaged in the international performance art movement, and has been traveled world wide. Asiatopia, in turn has invited more than 300 international artists to perform for the Thai public audience.







