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Detail from “Talking hands:  Monika Gunther & Ruedi Schill”. Photo by Georg Anderhub
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INTRODUCTION

Thailand 2012: RECONSTRUCT DECONSTRUCT

‘Asiatopia 13’ Escapes to Chiang Mai, fleeing the 2011 Great Floods of Bangkok 

2011, September till December, ten provinces of Thailand were underwater; rice fields were flooded, houses were flooded, villages were flooded, towns were flooded, market places were flooded, factories were flooded, cars were flooded, roads were flooded, cattle farms were flooded, vegetable and fruit trees were flooded, hundreds people drowned in the floods …


2012 April, drought spreads throughout north and northeastern provinces, there had been no  rain since last cold season; rice fields were cracked dry, thin rice plants wilt, dying in scorching sun, rivers dried up, animals suffer…

A tropical heat storm ripped through empty farmland, blowing off roofs and destroying houses. An earth quake rocked the ocean off the island of Sumatra, reverberating from the south up as far as Bangkok and beyond. Tsunami warning sirens screamed throughout the Andaman shore. Then four days after, Phuket -the pearl of Andaman -was for the first time, the center of series of earth quakes…

Natural disasters… nature’s warnings… have gotten harsher each year… the world has woken up from an ignorant slumber… and we know we must care more and more about the movement to save the world… We need to learn immediately from people’s organizations that work in developing healthy solutions for our earth, organic farming, ecological friendly development programs and quick responses in protect watershed areas, etc…

Artists share the common human responsibility to care for our planet … 

Now today the people in Bangkok and surrounding provinces fear the coming rainy season which may bring another Great Flood. No one has any faith left that government can manage the situation. The government has not done anything to show the people how they will be protected, or to share the lessons learned from the last flood management failure. Instead, the government focus is on gaining political strength, engaging in a parliamentary war of words where they speak about ‘political reconciliation’ loudly …but in reality political conflict continues to escalate. Thai politics is going against reality … out of touch and out of reach. 

Despite everything we are determined to live on and to make art …

Objectives:

1. To diversify art activities and impacts by collaborating with social and community activists.

2. To strengthen and promote regional artists network at local community level.

3. To encourage experimentation and ‘dare to learn’ attitude among youth in Thailand.

4. To promote performance art study and practice in Thailand.

Expectations:

1. Act as a timely forum for regional performance artists meeting in Thailand

2. Foster a positive exchange between regional artists and local art & culture activists.

3. To open doors for more cooperation between BACC and artists in provincial communities.

4. Reach out to and cooperate with different art institutions in Thailand.

5. Young artists and students will have first hand learning with world famous artists.

6. Reach out to and acknowledge disabled artists in Thailand.

7. To introduce and encourage the international art festival in Nan province. 

Program Introduction

Regional Exchange

On a wider scope, the regional ‘one market’ scheme, marked as the birth of ASEAN Economic Community is arriving soon in 2015. This cooperation of trade between ASEAN members will mostly benefit investors. However it will at a minimum mean the region will be open for people to travel and meet each other more easily than ever before.  In order to benefit from this opportunity and share benefits of the scheme we the people of ASEAN, must build up stronger unity and networks. We must actively create opportunities for regional exchange between people.

In 2012 ‘Asiatopia 14’ is working to connect people of the region with people in the local area in a meaningful and fruitful way. The idea is based on connecting via our commonalties; our regional historical and cultural roots; our similar political development and our natural resources, as well as sharing the same tropical climate. Our shared commonalities will help create significant friendly relationships between visitors and host villagers. We aim to invite artists/organizers from other ASEAN countries to meet with local cultural activists and concerned groups here in Thailand. They will meet and live together in a remote village outside Nan city, in the northern part of Thailand. There they will have an opportunity to explore the villager’s initiatives such as organic farming and ecological friendly agriculture as a way to preserve watershed of Nan River. 

Historically Nan was an independent state. Their trade in mountain salt and herbs reached as far as Sukhothai, Luang Prabang (in Lao PDR today), Jinghong (Xienghung) southern China, Chiang Mai and as far as Keng Tung (Xiengtung), Shan State Burma. The mountain salt village is still operating today.


The conservation movement of Nan is well known for its strong connections with the local peoples. The network has revitalized old traditional art and cultural practices to gain local political understanding and support. The network works with local artists, traditional musicians, monks, and wise people to inspire their work and respond to local needs. The people of Nan are rightly proud of their unique music, mural paintings and weaving design. They are equally proud of their beautiful highlands that are crisscrossed with several small rivers. 

We would like to be part of this unique people’s movement. Artists can experience firsthand how a community based movement has incorporated artist’s skills and visions into successful conservation projects. We strongly believe that the exchange will inspire artists to better understand their potential to become part of holistic conservation movements and strengthen local commitment to including art and culture in the struggle to address climate change. We are confident that the experience will open a door for even more interchange between art and environment.  

Invited artists will be coming from the Philippines, Indonesia, Singapore, Vietnam, Myanmar and Thailand. 

Friendship and Inspirations:

One of the objectives of Asiatopia is to introduce and open a platform for performance art practices in Thailand and the region. Each year we have brought many great performers/teachers from all parts of the world to perform, inspire with their knowledge and share practices with younger generations. 

This year we are inviting Monika Gunther & Ruedi Schill, senior duet performers/teachers from Switzerland and Morgan O’Hara from the USA. They will conduct 2 of 3 days workshops with 60 young Thai artists and art students in Bangkok and Korat.

In addition we will invite the famous performance artist from Ireland, Sinead O’Donnell. She is also an organizer of International Disabled Artist’s Festivals held in various countries.  She will perform at Asiatopia and also has agreed to talk more about the disabled artist’s events she organizes.  She hopes also to connect with disabled artists here in Thailand.

Expanding the horizon:

During the time between 1964-1975, during the hight of the Vietnam war, Nakonratchasima or known as Korat was one of the main US airbases stationed in Thailand. Korat economic boom benefit from US military personels presented; bar, night club, massage parlour… The air of American pop songs was over the head of young Korat students at the time. From Hank Williams to Jimmi Hendrix, Joan Biaz, Bob Dylan among Jim Morrison, Deep Purple, Bee Gees, etc… Las vegas design inspired many massage parlours and night clubs were sprung all over this small farmers town, and it become the city of Korat in a brink.

In the same time the air of anti-war/anti-americanism among intellectuals and students movement at the time grew fast in Korat. Among the movement, art students and teachers were actively involve. The climate of liberation war in Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam, inspired the Bob Dylan – Jim Morrison young Korat students and youth. One event at an art school, where students gathering in a freedom evening, students perform music from collected materials, and hand made violin. Some of their instrument appropriate Duchamp’s wheel piece, and the stage of happening with blood and mud were part of the show. The group played on in many other freeform works, such as sound, happening, music, play and poetry – they called themselves Bangladesh Band.

The spirit of freedom fighter mixed with hippy culture provided by American GI and left wing intellectuals, inspired these young people to continue. Though today many of them retired, but they are proud of their pioneership of the people’s movement. Today the “Korat Contemporary Art Group” has collaborate with Asiatopia for the second time. They would like to bring back the free creative spirit to younger generation of this largest city of the country. 
Program detail:

1. 5-11 November 2012: Regional artists exchange, Nan province

Artists/organizer from 6 countries in SE Asia region, meet for 5 days at 

      Nan Artist’s Exchange Center (NAEC), Baan Namkrog Mai Village,

      Amphur Mueng Nan. 

The meeting has two parts;


Part 1: Exchange with Hug Nan Network and Nan Artists Network.



 Hug Nan is a network of villagers, Monks, local intellectuals, wise persons, and community leaders. The network is re-inventing organic farming for villages in Nan river watershed area, to preserve the rich natural forest and protect the river. In order to reach their goal, they found that the old traditional ways of living and some rituals were important to continued or re-introduced to keep human and nature live in harmony. Nan people are proud of their music tune, weaving design and art style that pass on from generations to generations. We will have opportunity to meet face to face with great master of Longnan Tune, weaving master, cultural activists and local artists.


Part 2:  For 2 days regional artists will have time together in the village setting, where they can share their inspiration and discussion among themselves. There will be time when villagers and neighbors will spend time together, exchanging their lives style and craft skills. We anticipate a rich exchange.

2. 14-15-18 Nov 2012  Performance Workshops, Bangkok.


Two performance workshops will be run by by Monika Gunther & Ruedi Schill and Morgan O’Hara. Participants will be art students from art schools in Bangkok and young artists (age between 19-23). All together there are 10-12 participants each workshop. The purpose of the workshop is to explore ‘what is performance art?’ and introduce participants to performance practice and skills. Each participans will have the opportunity to learn the process of creation and preparation for a simple short performance, culminating in a 5-10 minute performance try out.

3. 16-18 Nov. at BACC, Asiatopia Festival Performances  and 


Discussion Forums:

3.1 Disabled Artists Festival, lecture by Sinead O’Donnell

3.2 Reflections from Nan experiences, discussion by Asian artists exchange in Nan prior to the festival in Bangkok.

4. 21-23 Nov 2012, Performance Workshops 


Ratchamongkol Techonology Institute, Korat

5. 24-25 Nov 2012, Performance day, afternoon – evening


Korat city plaza







