[image: image1.jpg]





3 - 29 November 2008


Chiangmai, Thailand
Information Pack
This is an information pack and checklist for all attendees to the 4th Mekong Performing Arts Laboratory (Chiangmai Laboratory 2008).  Please read carefully and use this as your travel preparation checklist.  
PASSPORT/TRAVEL DOCUMENTS
A passport with at least six months validity is required for visitors/tourists to enter in Thailand.  Also, please make sure that there is space/page left in your passport for entry stamp and/or visa application.
Please submit the Participant’s Information and Requirements Sheet that we sent you several weeks ago and make sure the information you provided matches your passport details and other personal circumstances.  It is encouraged that you photocopy your own passport, travel tickets, and other relevant documents we sent.  Immigration authorities may ask for these documents to support your visit and stay in Thailand.
VISA/ENTRY TO THAILAND
Cambodia and Myanmar nationals need visa to enter Thailand.  It takes 3-5 days to apply for Thai visa.  Please make sure you have your visa issued on or before October 31, 2008. 
All other nationals coming to the Laboratory (e.g. from Laos, Vietnam, Philippines, and Indonesia) can enter Thailand without visa for a maximum of 30 days.

If in case the immigration officers would ask for your purpose of stay in Thailand, you may show them your official invitation letter or tell them that you are visiting/attending a workshop sponsored by a Philippine-based organization in partnership with The Wandering Moon Performing Group and Endless Journey and Kad Performing Arts Academy of Chiang Mai, Thailand.  You may also give the following contact persons/numbers for them to check:




Kad Performing Arts Academy




Contact person:  Ms. Busaba Wesoho (Manager)




Tel.:  (053) 224-444 ext. 19045




Fax:  (053) 894-694




The Wandering Moon Performing Group & Endless Journey



Contact person:  Monthatip Suksopha (Director)




Tel./Fax:  (053) 904-076




Mobile:  085.0401565

TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS

Travel arrangements and coverage of travel subsidies are negotiated individually and/or per group on a separate communication.  By now, you should have a travel ticket with you and a clear itinerary of your travel to Thailand.
You are expected to arrive on 2 November 2008 and depart 30 November 2008.  Due to the soaring prices of local and international flights, the Project had to opt for the reasonably affordable airline tickets for our guests and participants.  We expect your kind understanding on this matter.  Specific instructions regarding your travel to Chiangmai shall be sent on a separate e-mail. 
INSURANCES, INCIDENTAL TRAVEL and DOCUMENTATION EXPENSE
Travel subsidies will cover airfare, airport and travel taxes, travel insurance, visa fee and airport transfer expenses that are pre-approved by PETA.

Please make sure that you have the necessary travel and health insurance before coming to Thailand.  PETA and its partners will not be responsible for any additional expense you may incur in cases of travel accidents, loss, sickness, etc. during the course of your travel and stay in the country.  Should anything happen in the course of your travel, the travel insurance must cover/reimburse any expense you will incur.
THAILAND SUBSIDIES, ACCOMMODATION AND LOGISTICS
Scholarship coverage in Thailand includes the following:

· Airport transfers and departure tax

· Board & Lodging
· Inland transportation to and from all official venues for Laboratory related functions
· Laboratory tuition fees which covers training kit, workshop materials, venue rentals, facilitators’ fees, technical support, administrative costs, etc.

· Special activities like viewing other performances and exposure trips.
· Travel and Accident Insurance

You shall be booked on twin and triple sharing at Lotus Hotel Pang Suan Kaew in Chiang Mai and Mango Lagoon Place in Bangkok.  Beddings, towels, and basic bath supplies shall be provided by each hotel/guest house.  It is advisable to bring your own personal hygiene requirements as well.  Use of hotel gym facilities and swimming pool are free to all hotel guests.  Please bring the necessary wear if your want to use these facilities.
Special camping day is also planned as a recreational activity on November 15-16 at Chiang Dao Hill Resort.  Please expect sharing in the rooms for this activity.  Bed mats, beddings, and pillows will be provided for each person.
We suggest for you to bring your local condiments and spices that you are accustomed to have during meals.  Potable drinking water will be available at all Laboratory venues.  

Food during sessions shall be catered.  Please inform us in advance if you have special dietary requirements.  
We will try our best to organize comfortable living arrangement and provide the warmest hospitality for all the participants.  This will also ensure us of a smooth flow of our Laboratory program.

TRANSLATIONS

Communication is vital to the success of the Laboratory.  One translator shall be provided for each country except for Myanmar.  They will serve as bridge between participants, staff, facilitators, local hosts, and resource speakers.  
WHAT TO BRING

I. Clothing

Chiang Mai during the time of the Laboratory will fall in between the rainy and cool seasons.  Please bring the necessary clothes appropriate to this weather (e.g. light jacket, sweater, raincoat, rubber slippers, etc.).  Please bring light work clothes and comfortable footwear for the workshop sessions. We do not have a strict dress code for the sessions but we encourage everyone to dress casually and comfortably but appropriately that we may not be disrespectful to cultural sensibilities of other participants.  

We encourage everybody to bring a set of national/traditional dress/clothes that will come in handy for special occasions (e.g.  country presentation and closing recital).  

II. Medicines

If you are under medication or have special medical needs, please bring your medicines needed for at least 30 days including your prescription and basic medical records just in case you need to be checked by a doctor in Thailand.  

You may also want to bring your vitamins and medicines for headache, fever, stomach upset and topical applications for insect bites, allergies and muscle pains.

III. Mekong Village Exhibit
We plan to set-up the Mekong Village Exhibit few days before and during the Performance-Recital on November 26, 2008 in Chiang Mai and in Bangkok.  We encourage everyone to set-up a multi-media exhibit about your country, your own performing troupe, your cultural and advocacy activities, as well as arts and crafts coming from your localities.  You may bring these materials for exhibit (photos, posters, banners, t-shirts, souvenirs, videos, etc) and for selling.  

IV. Props and Costumes

Please bring all the costumes, props and set design you need for your possible performance pieces and showcase.  We hope that they are available and easy to handle during your trip to Thailand and back.

If you need specific technical and set requirements that cannot be brought to Thailand, kindly advise us of the specifications so we can try to procure them locally if possible.

CURRICULUM AND SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

As participating groups or individuals to the 4th Mekong Performing Arts Laboratory, you are expected to bring in your germinal ideas and/or proposed story for your Laboratory piece that you want to develop/experiment/improve during the Workshop.  Your germinal ideas will be the nucleus of our critiquing and Laboratory work – culminating into a full performance sketch that will be publicly shown in a Performance-Recital scheduled on November 26 in Chiangmai and November 29 at the Bangkok Theater Festival. 
In Module 1, you will be asked to talk about your performing troupe/country and present a 5-7 minutes demonstration of your performance work/sample work so that other participants will get to know know you as performing artists.  You may do a short live performance (this is more preferred) or a video presentation.

Participants are also requested to bring at least one set of costume (including accessories and props) that represents stereotypical male and female characters for an exercise that we will be using in the workshop.  Examples would be costumes of different professions (costumes of doctors, nurse, police, priest, nun,  officials, service professionals, etc.); costumes used in different gatherings/events (weddings, festivals, etc.); costumes representing different scenarios (war, rally/demonstration, religious gatherings, etc.); and other costumes representing different personalities, characters and country clothes—from traditional, ethnic and modern/contemporary.  Please be creative and be wild with your ideas.  Also, it would be good if you can bring other costumes, props and instruments that you think can be useful in your performances and other activities.

Laboratory sessions will run from Mondays to Saturdays from 8:30 – 6:00 pm with in-between breaks for lunch and snacks. Most Sundays shall be free and/or shall be dedicated to special activities (see the Calendar of Activities and Venue Plot).  Please be open to possibility of extensions and overtime during the workshops.  We will work with flexibility and any changes in the program shall always be negotiated. The sessions will include inputs, discussions, workshops and other activities on several topics in theatre & performing arts, issues on gender, sexuality, & health (e.g. reproductive health, HIV/AIDS), advocacy theater making, etc.  

A team of facilitators will be with us the whole time, with experts and resource persons joining in for specific sessions.

Other activities are exposure trips and viewing of performances & shows, famous and currently ongoing in Chiang Mai or the nearby areas/provinces. 

The curriculum/syllabus was informed by the results of your training needs analysis (the questionnaire you filled in together with your application) and your germinal performance pieces.  A fuller draft of the syllabus will be sent to you in a separate document.  Please engage actively in the future email exchanges on this topic.

IMPORTANT ADDRESSES AND CONTACT NUMBERS
Our main host and co-organizer in Thailand:

The Wandering Moon Performing Group and Endless Journey
Contact person:  Monthatip Suksopha (Director)

Tel./Fax:  (+66) 053-904076

Mobile:  (+66) 085-0401565
Email:  info@wanderingmoontheatre.com
Kad Performing Arts Aademy

21 Huay Kaew Road, Suthep, Muang, Chiang Mai 50200

Contact person:  Ms. Busaba Wesoho (Manager)

Tel.:  (+66) 053-224444 ext. 19045

Fax:  (+66) 053-894694

The Peta Mekong Partnership Project office in Bangkok:

PETA Mekong Partnership Project

350/2061 Ratchada-Chuanchom Mansion,
Soi Ladphao 23, Ladphao Road, Chatuchak,
Bangkok 10900 THAILAND

Tel:
(+66) 02-9092649; 9390200 to 04 local extension 2061

Fax:
(+66) 02-9307851

Email:
peta_mekong@yahoo.com  and peta@truemail.co.th
Ms. Lea L. Espallardo, Project Director/Laboratory Curriculum Director
Mr. Rogie P. Pantaleon, Project Officer/Laboratory Administrator
Ms. Siriporn Pornlaksanacharoen, Administrative and Finance Staff
Ms. Sheereen Teo, Student Intern
Ms. Raewyn Ko, Student Intern
Philippine Educational Theater Association
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