SMELL!!!
Asiatopia 9/2007
International Performance Art Festival
& Southeast Asia Performance Art Exchange

4-7 October 2007, Chiangmai
in cooperation with
Faculty of Fine Arts, Chiangmai University
How’s Southeast Asia’s smell? How do we perform smell?  Performance art has taken on sound, words, physical expression, motion and other - but what about smell? Smell as identity, smell as physical reaction, smell as psychological scent, smell as its own smell… etc. Smell as gossipy expression?!
SMELL something fishy is provocative and brings together people from diverse Southeast Asian cultures for exchange and collaboration in and around performance art.  Through the processes of performance and discussion, regional artists share with each other and people in local communities in northern Thailand some various creative interpretations and understandings of their own and other cultural contexts, memories and challenging ideas for a brighter future for our planet.

Recent Smell

The ongoing Performance Art Festival, Asiatopia, is organized, to stimulate regional interaction. In 2005, Asiatopia successfully organized the first Southeast Asia Performance Art Symposium in Bangkok, bringing together 50 artists, curators, critics and historians to discuss what and how performance art is doing in the region and what could be done to strengthen the ongoing interaction. 

The SMELL

This follow-up gathering, “SMELL something fishy,” invites and challenges people to reflect on socio-political development in the region. The forum will be held in cooperation with Chiangmai University’s Fine Arts Faculty and Chiangmai University Art Center. For Thailand, this cooperation is a step forward to the performance art movement. The Fine Arts Faculty in Chiangmai University is also considering introducing Performance Art into their curriculum.

Artists from Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, The Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam will be invited for a two-day discussion about what is happening in their respective countries – What’s their country’s smell? It is also hoped that artists from Laos and Cambodia and possibly Brunei will be able to come and observe the movement. 

Following the two- day discussion, the Asiatopia International Performance Festival 9/2007 will take place. For this, artists from Southeast Asia will work alongside 10 artists from South and Eastern Asia, .Australia, America and Europe.
Organizer:

Concrete House
57/60 Tivanond Road
Nonthaburi 11000
Thailand
tel: +66-2-526-8311
concretehouse@empowerfoundation.org
baanduek@asianet.co.th
About Asiatopia

Asiatopia was totally a dream, we dreamed that we could do international art event. We dreamed that Thailand is becoming another meeting point for artists from around the world. We dreamed that artists in Asia should be able to meet each other more often in Asia. We dreamed that the Thai government will have good programs to support art and artists…

In 1998, when we decided to have the first performance art festival in Thailand, we did not think how many years that we will keep the festival alive – we sort of doing it year by year. We realize later that, every year there would be artists from different countries asked to join the festival. Also many people ask about it for information. The international responded to our effort became inspiration. And the generously support by international agencies and friends as well as local friends and supporters, have been encouraging.

Now we have organized 9th Asiatopia, and more than 250 artists from 20 countries had participated in the festival in Bangkok and Chiangmai. 
Asiatopia has become a platform as well as meeting place among regional artists, especially performance artists. It has recorded the present development of performance art movement in the region and it has learnt the history and how the art form developed in S.E Asia region. These learning and exchange has been done in the form of artists talk, lectures to the public as well as in art schools, practical workshops and artists symposium, etc.
The festival has been continuously supported by the Rockefeller Foundation; Office of Contemporary Art & Culture, Ministry of Culture; Office of Social Welfare, Bangkok Metropolitan Administration; Chiangmai University Art Center and Heinrich Boll Foundation; Goethe Institute; Alliance Francaise; as well as governments and art councils of many countries, etc. We have been working with local friends such as Art and Culture Foundation of Bangkok,Tepsiri Sooksopha Studio, EMPOWER Foundation and AARA, Tadu Contemporary.
Our friends and art lecturers in art institution, allow us to bring artists to meet and talk to art students at Silpakorn University, Chulalongkorn University, Chiangmai University, King Mongkut Institute of Technology, and Ratchapat Institute in Korat.
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