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Asiatopia International Performance Art Festival (since 1998), is
based in Thailand. The festival aims to study and promotes development of 
performance art in SE Asia, as well as linkage with performance artists 
networks and festival around the world. For the past 8 years, 

Asiatopia brought over 200 artists around the world to meet in 
Thailand and 2/3 are artists from Asia countries.

In 2005, Asiatopia organize the first SE Asia Performance Art Symposium, 
brought 40 artists, critics, writers, curators, art administrators, in 
the region to meet each other in Bangkok. The symposium investigated the 
‘what’, ‘how’ and ‘why’ of performance art and considered its role and 
contribution to change in Southeast Asia. It identified and highlighted 
the key challenges and opportunities arising as 
performance artists and organizations collaborate and network.
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Background

In 2005, Asiatopia organize the first SE Asia Performance Art Symposium, 

brought 40 artists, critics, writers, curators, art administrators, in the region to meet each other in Bangkok. The symposium investigated the ‘what’, ‘how’ and ‘why’ of performance art and considered its role and contribution to change in Southeast Asia. It identified and highlighted the key challenges and opportunities arising as 

performance artists and organizations collaborate and network.

So this year 2007, it’s the time to follow up, since 2005 on much has happened in SE Asia region, social, political, as well as art and culture movement.

Social & Politic & Art
In the Philippines, the on going struggle of democratic movement and anti-corruption has been dangerously threatening by the secret agents and military, taken lives and arrested of human rights and democratic activist leaders. Despite that harsh political situation, performers in the Philippines gathering and TUPADA a term for illegal cock-fighting-ring has been going strong.

In Thailand, the coup in September 19, 2006, interrupted the height of 12 months long street protest to an elected government has turned Thailand into a set back, though much propaganda about hope that this is the beginning of another democratic reform - questionably. 
In response to the new constitution drafting to bring Thailand politic back to democratic-election system, Artists Network of Thailand intervene with it’s own constitution draft - “Art Constitution”.  The Art Constitution draft was presented the National Constitution Drafting Committee in February. The continue process of nation wide art-community hearing is also proposed by the network, to push art as one of the agenda in the constitutional debates.
As well as in Yokyakarta area where many villages were destroyed by earth quake in 2005, following Tsunami hit the western shore of the region in 2004. In respond to the situation many artists groups engaged in the process to reconstruct the areas. In April 2007, Iwan Wijono and his friends organize seminars and performance art festival to raise funds for their relief projects.
The violence in the southern Thailand by anarchy muslim groups, which puzzle political analysts. Many link the violence related to long term discrimination and suppressions by the Bangkok rulers to the southern Muslim people. However, since there has not been any clear statement of claims for any incidents, it is very difficult to understand the political intention of these anarchistic daily crimes, but may be cultural can describe the situation in better sense.

The erupted stoppage of Satu Kali performance Art event in Kuala Lumpur in early 2006, also derived from the sensitive cultural aspect. Here the rule of law has been used to describe expression as violation, individual dissatisfactory determine the view of many should go on or stop. This cannot be describe as undemocratic, but cultural respect to minority rights is also sensitive in democratic society.
In Thailand, at the similar situation, there has been an on going discussion and debates about ‘the un-opened public’. The situation rather different than in Malaysia, because in Thailand the cultural control directly related to politic and nationalism. 

Movements:

A few major events took place in SE Asia, which is quite unique and significants: 

 
-    Saigon Biennale, Phrase 1 in Ho Chi Minh City  (Nov 2006-Feb 2007), 
· International Performance Conference in Dalat (October 2006) , Vietnam and NHYPIE International Performance Conference in Bali (March 2007).
· PERFURBANCE #3 in Yogyakarta, a mixed art and healing for 
villagers who are effected by the earth quake (April 2007).
· Tupada / TAMA in the Philippines

· Future of Imagination in Singapore

· Performativities a collaboration afford of Thai & Singaporean artists in Bangkok
Asiatopia 9/2007, would like to invite those who played roles in response to the eventful region, to report about the event. The reports will give over all images of how SE Asia art community response to this interaction/intervention movements.
Issues: 
1. An Un-Open Public-  case of Satu Kali, public – law – culture politic
2. Art Constitution, Thailand

Aims
· explore the development of performance art in the region

· investigate how performance artists respond to political, social economic changes

· promote dialogue and find common ground and ways for performance artists to collaborate in the future 

· document and archive the developments of performance art in Southeast Asia. 

Who are the audience:
This seminar is open for public and there is no charge for entry. 
1. Art Students, academicians and artists in Chiangmai and northern Thailand area as well participants of Asiatopia Festival 
2. International and region Art scholars and historians. 

3. Media such as art writers, critics and reporters.

Tentative Program and speakers:
Day 1

Topic:

Art Constitution, Thailand



Speaker: 
Chatvichai Bhrommathatawethi, Director of The Foundation for 

Art and Culture of Bangkok

Report 2:
1. Megawati Suryodamo; International Performance Conference,  

     Dalat/Bali ; 

2.  Ahramaiani Rahmayani; PERFURBANCE # 3
3.  Khairuddin Hori; Performativity: 

Day 2.

Topic:

Public-un-plug, in case of Satu Kali

Speaker:
Ray Langenbach, co-organizer and curator

Reports 1:
1. Griddhiya Gaweewong; Saigon Biennale

2. Ronaldo Ruiz;  Tupada / TAMA


3. Lee Wen; Future of Imagination
ASIATOPIA 9 / 2007 Performance Art Festival:

The Asiatopia Performance Festival has been temporary moved to Chiangmai since last year (2006), because of unpleasant political atmosphere in Bangkok. However, the event last year was able to mobilize young participants from Chiangmai University art students. So, the organizing committee agree to continue the festival in Chiangmai for another year, in order to develop and strengthen local working group for the festival, as well as establish local young performers group.
The coordinator of the festival in Chiangmai, succeeded in get8ing cooperation from the provincial administrative which allow us to use the city museum, and some nearby public sites. Though the cooperation with the Media Studies of Chiangmai University will allow us to use their facilities, and campus roof top space. This off-sites are challenging to organizer to re-examine public reactions, and how artists would readjust to their selected sites.

Artists: (tentative list)
SE Asia Region:

1. Ronaldo Ruiz (The Philippines)

2. Megawati Suryodamo (Indonesia)

3. Ahramaiani Rahmaiani (Indonesia)

4. Angie Seah (Singapore)
5. Lee Wen (Singapore)

6. Khairuddin Hori (Singapore)
7. Latt Soe (Myanmar)

8. Nguyen Huy An (Vietnam)
9. Ray Langenbach (Malaysia)
Other regions:

10. Sakiko Yamaoka (Japan)

11. Yeah Tsu-Chi (Taiwan)

12. Shu Yang (China)

13. Helge Myers (Germany)
14. Eric Letourneau (Canada)

15. Valentin Torrens (Spain)

16. Peter Baren (Netherland)
Thailand:

17. Jittima Pholsawake (Bangkok)

18. Mongkol Plienbangchang (Bangkok)

19. Jakkrit Chimnok (Chiangmai)

20. Chanon Chanpanao (Chiangmai)

21. Padungsak Kotchasomrong (Chiangmai)
22. Wichukorn Tangcharoen (Bangkok)

Asiatopia 9/2007 Regional Seminar

Budget: (Thai Baht 736,000- )
Traveling Fee:






175,000-
      International:  6 X 20,000




120,000-
      Domestic:      10 X 5,000




  50,000-

Speakers Per Diem: 8 X 8,000




   

   64,000-
Translation: 






   50,000-

       Translator Fee 2 X 5,000 X 2




  20,000-
       Equipments 




  30,000-

Recording and Documentation






   50,000-
        Audio recording, video, photo, 



  30,000-

        Printed materials




  20,000-
Accommodations 15 X 600 X 5





   
   45,000-
Conference Lunch and Tea-Breaks for 80p X 500 X 2


   80,000-

Seminars Crews:






 212,000-

         Artistic Director 1X20,000X4



   80,000-
         Facilitators:   2 X 15,000




   30,000-

         Reporteurs:   2 X 15,000




   30,000-
         Coordinator   1 X 20,000 X 2



   40,000-
         Asistants:      4 X 8,000 




   32,000-

Office supplies and overhead
6 X 5,000




   30,000-
Misc.






   30,000-

Total



  Baht
736,000-

                                               (Seven Hundred Thirty Six Thousand Baht Only)
