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9th Asiatopia
8-11 November 2007

An international performance art festival
at Chiang Mai University Art Museum
and in front of 3 Kings Monument
Chiang Mai City, Thailand
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9th Asiatopia Performance Art Festival, was held in Chiangmai city of Northern region, Thailand during 8-11 November 2007.  In co-operation with Faculty of Fine Arts, Chiangmai University, Chiangmai University Museum Art Center, Chiangmai Municipal Cultural Museum and Center for Promotion of Lanna Art & Culture. 

There were 19 solo and 1 group of international artists, as followed:

Angie seah 


(Singapore)

                        Anja Ibsch                              (Germany)


Angkrit Ajchariyasophon
(Thailand)



Chakrit Chimnok 


(Thailand)




Chanon Chanpanao 

(Thailand)

Chaw Ee Thien


(Myanmar)




Chumpon & Noi Apisuk 
(Thailand)




Iwan Wijono 


(Indonesia)




Jittima Pholsawake 

(Thailand)



Kai Lam 


(Singapore)


Malu Boix


(Spain/Thailand)



Moe Satt 


(Myanmar)




Mongkol Plienbangchang 
(Thailand)




Noppawan Sirivejkul 

(Thailand)




Padungsak Kotchasumrong
(Thailand)




Randy Gledhill 


(Canada) 




Sakiko Yamaoka 


(Japan)




Tanaka Teruyuki 


(Japan)




Valentin Torrens 


(Spain)





Vasan Sitthiket 


(Thailand)

                        The Wandering Moon Performing Group and Endless Journey  (Thailand)
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At the opening reception of the festival on the evening of 8 November 2007, hosted by Center for Promotion of Lanna Art and Culture, situated on the foot of a sacred Suthep Mountain. The center sponsored by a radio 97.5 the only radio which speaks northern dialect. The center’s senior advisor Mr. Mala Kumchan, a 1991 SEAWRITE’s award winner for S.E. Asia writers in, gave a welcome speech and responded on behalf of artists and Asiatopia by Chumpon Apisuk, an artistic director of the festival.
The international artists were served with northern style food and showed a traditional martial art dance and music performed by young students who participated in the center’s programs.

9 November 2007 – Chiangmai University Art Center:
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Started at 10 PM, Angkrit Ajchariyasophon found his twin-to-be partner who is from Singapore, and agreed to join their body together for 2 days, as to experience Siamese twin. 

While Vasan Sitthiket, set on his pick up truck decorated with his photo images on all side, similar to politician at their election campaign. Vasan and his 5 volunteers with his Artists Party campaign truck, went to the city market, and began cleaning the air action. 
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Thailand’s new parliamentary election after the interrupted coup d’tat last year, will happen on 23 December. Vasan and his few artists friends and colleagues, registered with government Election Committee an Artists’ Party. Without an intention to run for the election, the artists party launch its campaign nation wide, to make politic more clean. 
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Vasan’s action is of the art or of the politic? The question lies though not necessarily finding an answer. He has merge the two platform together, art and politic – not an art about or mirrors politic, but art and politic on the same platform. However, the voice of artist and common people echoing disappointment to the way country has been governed, and artists party using the rights of people’s freedom to participate in this political action. 

At 5 PM Vasan’s returned to the Chiangmai University Art Center with his truck, and started his new action, claw with an effigy of a local giant lizard, which is regarded as ‘unwanted’ symbol. At the end he announced artists party programs and urge people not to vote for artists party, or any good party – because Thailand do not want good-clean and democratic politic.   
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As the sky getting dimmer to dark, people of the audience were moved to the grass lawn inside the art center, where Angie Seah from Singapore began her action. By throwing small pieces of ceramics, her action created sounds of cleared and glassy sounds. Continuosely, of the broken glassy sounds, Angie began to howl which stretched throughout her long breath.
Angie Seah, action is clearly an action to produce sound, by using her ultimatum ability to prolong the continuose sound produced from her body.
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Next performance by Chumpon and Noi Apisuk, a dual performers, using the resonant wall of the building echoing the rhythm chime sound from Noi’s Burmese cup-cymbol, while Chumpon blew air from his own lung into red-heart shape balloons into exploding sounds. It is a series of bombs, or just an exploding sounds, against the white wall the black shadow of hearts exploded one by one. While the peaceful chime sound rings in perfect rhythm, juxtaposition with the sound of explosion.
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From sounds performance, moved to the middle of the grass lawn, where Malu Boix weaving her red web, connecting audience from one side to the other. While Teruyuki Tanaka from Japan, exploring the life and death of a fish and people who lied under the newspaper cover. The difference values of being and of death.
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Moe Satt, a tiny young man from Myanmar, bring all his belonging in his luggage, spread them out on the lawn, wearing a shirt as trousers and trousers and a shirt – an upside down apisode. He ran around from trees to trees, stand on his head at each tree, he is upside down but the dress is right side up. Shouted - I don’t want to be ..., but I rather be… 

Randy Gledhill from Canada, duration performance started at the beginning of each day until the end of each night, for 2 evenings. His project is to set up a school for ants, around the art center compound, reading them poems, Chomsky’s political books, and some comics, at his last reading was the UN declaration of Human Rights – that ants should know.
10 November 2007, Chiangmai University Art Center:
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Sakiko Yamaoka from Japan, open the evening with the sale of Mitsubishi fighter jet’s copies for 1 Baht each – the sale will proceed to support performance art festival. However, only 28 copies of historical Japanese fighter jets were sold, and Asiatopia was donated 28 Baht from Japanese industrial product. 

Ms Yamaoka, made her second performance on the last day of the festival at in front of the Three Kings Monument, by inviting people from the audience to walk hands in hands with her and with each other. From two to four and four to eight, the line of human chain was getting bigger at the end they all lie down in circle by putting their feet together at the center point.
Ms. Yamaoka performance idea is simple and always easy for people to participate while enjoy her humorous approaches. But it is like Heiku poetry, the simplicity of lyric and meaning is always hidden between lines and phrases. 
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Valentin Torrens, from Spain dealing with images and lights. Without words, Torrens brings people to his pace perfectly moves in the silhouette where his face change slowly while a piece of foil sheet remaking his face in to mask, which later attach to the wall. Images after images, from real fresh to glittering mask on the wall – the owner of the image moves by the line of light and disappear into the darkness.
Five Thai performers performed that evening; 
Padungsak Kotchasamrong, enacting head and tail game with a coin that one side a symbol of democracy and dictator on the other. While Nopawan Sirivejkul, one of a very few Thai women artists, chose flower and blood to symbolize love-hate, body and mind, combine with inter-actions with audiences using touching is very sensible positive gesture. Mongkol
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Plienbangchang, strong body presentation, with a very clear statement on ecological issue, combine with neatly beautiful set up on his side table.
Jittima Pholsawake cleverly use pig heart and glittery jewel powder on scale. Chanon Chanpanao concerned about environmental destruction with many animals shape toys.
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Iwan Wijono, from Yogjakarta, Indonesia is cleverly use his video projection while incooperate strong body action by slam his body to the wall a few times, while voicing against capitalism as he runs against the concrete wall.

Anja Ibsch’s minimal works was probably one of the most memorable piece, changing her looks by adding up women stocking over her head until she completely de-faced.

11 November 2007, Chiangmai Municipal Cultural Museum provided us the front area around the three kings monument ground, which connected to the city street fair “Walking street”. 
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We were there from 6 PM, when Noi & Chumpon Apisuk brought in a pick up truck contain their collaboration work of the famous traveling dolls, made by migrants women in the border town of Maesai. The Journey of Kumjing, year III, is an on going project called “Labour Sans Frontieres”. They offer hand made paper machete dolls for adoption, each dolls were named and have its own passport. The converted pick up truck shows documented photos which hung exhibited on the open side of the truck. Accompanied with tribals songs and music from the areas where the dolls makers came from. The project has been travel on road to Singapore via Malaysia in 2006, and dolls flied to London, Toronto, Japan, Korea, where 98 dolls has been adopted by international community, as a statement to support the human rights protection of all migrants.
[image: image23.jpg]BECHMILA ;
LR mquwﬂ }

iin




Chakkrit Chimnok, performed duration piece in the middle of the street entrance to the city street fair. He dressed in total black, long sharp metal nails, wear gas mask. While slowly made his way up the ladder behind him he also knit bird feathers with barbeque stick.
Kai Lam from Singapore, cleaning up a dead [image: image24.jpg]


fish until boned, and use the head bone of the fish to scraped on his forearm. He then brought out fresh cooked fish, with gold leaves over the body instead of fish scales. The fish were offered to the audience.

Chaw Ei Thien from Myanmar, performed inside the black box, slowly made holes inside out from the box, and throw out a small pieces of torn newspaper. Then at the end she force her way out of the box, and began to spread out Burmese language newspapers to the audience.
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The Wandering Moon Performing Group and Endless Journey, a group of three women performing artists, closing up the festival with their masterly shadow play, with simple equipment and objects. The story was rather abstract, but are about the question of life and living is a process of destruction of life.  
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Exposure:
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The Land Foundation:  A project co-organized by several local and international artists for experimentation of living in peasantry environment, with self training program in Vipasana meditation and self-sifficient program. The project situated 30 km from the city of Chiangmai in Sanpatong district.
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Cumpurng Artists in Resident Program: An artists run initiative in Doi Saket District, where international artists can stay and work in residency program. 
Reflections:
Tanaka Terayuki:   
Asiatopia is very good spirit and give me a lot of learning experience 

       
about SE Asia, and inspire me. I hope to come back again.

Randy Gledhills:     
I appreciate deep feeling and high spirit of the festival. It has been an 

experience I never forget.
Sakiko Yamaoka:
I’ve seen so many Japanese product in Chiangmai, I feel like being in 

Japan. But in Japan there are only 1 or 2 international performance 

festival, we are rich country, so I admire Asiatopia for give me this opportunity to meet many good artists and see your beautiful Thailand.
Anja Ibsch:

It’s been great for me to come to Chiangmai again, after 12 years, 

seeing the changes and now Asiatopia is nearly 10 years, wow, incredible. I think Asiatopia is one of the best festival.

Valentin Torrens:
I feel coming back home, Asiatopia is like a home for me, I am glad to 

be part of this family.

Iwan Wijono:

I want to live here, and work with you guys, but you don’t have money 

to pay me. I have no job in Yogja either, but I cannot live here without 

job. But good, we still work together, and I hope we will see each other 

more, Asiatopia is not only for Thailand but for the region, the whole 

region I feel.
Student of Prem Tinsulanond School:  This is the first time I see performance art, I like it a 

lot, I hope I can be performance artist one day.

Audience (Thai):
I attend your seminar, though not understand much, but I think it is 

important to learn about international art movement. It is too narrow to 

only know about art in Thailand. I think if you can do this more often 

would be good, I like it a lot.

Chaw Ei Thien:
I thank you for give me opportunity to perform again this time. I may 
not go back home for a while, and will enjoy meeting you again. I thank 

you.
A Volunteer:

I was volunteer last year too, and I tried several performances my own, 

I hope I can perform at Asiatopia some times.

Staff Assessment:


Over all the festival went well, sites for performance was good, and well selcted, we should do it again the same site, before we try someplace new, or may be with one more new site, with new atmosphere.


Organizational:
There were problem when we do not have office center for artists to come in and talk to, because some artists re-adjusted there work or change materials and sequence, there was no time for them to discuss with us, or leave a note.
Or we may set up table at the site early, for artists to come and check their stuff. Would be nice if we have budget to rent another room in the hotel as an office. 


Volunteers:
We do not have time to train volunteers, if volunteers know about the nature of performance art before, they can move faster, and response better. We cannot expect volunteers to learn during the time they work. It is pity that many did not attend the seminar, because they must go to classes or do school works. But some volunteers from last year has tried performance himself.


We should organize performance event, to seek local artists and to be a training platform for volunteers.

Audience:
We have better publicity this year, expecially in Chiangmai’s Cities Magazine, which is very popular among foreigners here. There is one article in Chiangmai News newspaper, and also in The Nation. People knows from these information, plus from words of mouth. We should do telephone message campaign next time, and mailing info.

But we have very enthusiastic audience, most of them comes to see everyday.


Sponsor:
Many people knows about the festival from our fund raising night, two months before, I think it is good PR and we should do every year.




We can keep relationship with Siam Winery, to get more support from them. 




It is fortunate that we have support from Japan Foundation, so we can have artist like Sasiko comes. This we can do again with other countries.




For next year, we must plan to do it now, to search for local sponsors. It is good for tourism, and for the art and culture of the city. The city council should e approached to support art activities.
Expense Report
to Japan Foundation for it’s support to Ms. Sakiko Yamaoka
Total in Thai Baht 40,000

Actual Expenses:




Baht

Airfare





20,618

Accommodation 5 nights (600 X 5)

  3,000

Artist Fee for 2 Performances

              8,000

Transportation / Exposure / 2 days

  6,000


Total Expenses


37,618

            *Balance



  2,382

*The balance was allocated to share the cost of thank you party for volunteers, staff, artists and friends.

Report by Chumpon Apisuk, Director
57/60 Tivanond Road

Nonthaburi11000
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PERFORMANCE ART FESTIVAL
Chiangmai, Thailand

8-11 November 2007

Chiangmai University Art Center, 

Chiangmai Municipal Cultural Museum

Thank you Japan Foundation

For it’s support to Ms. Sakiko Yamaoka
Organizing Committee:

           

  Chumpon Apisuk

       Artistic Director
  Padungsak Kotchasumrong    Co-ordinator
  Sutthirat Supaparinya     
       Media and publications      

  Chakkrit Chimnok

       Logistic and Sites




  Puwadol Chaikuna

       Technical 
Photographs by Asiatopia 9/2007, Nopawan Sirivejkul, Valentin Torrens
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