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Asiatopia International Performance Art Festival aims to
study and promote the development of performance art in Southeast Asia
and to create linkages with performance artist networks and festivals around the world.

Since its inception in 1998, this Thailand-based festival has brought together
over 200 international performance artists to explore, express and share ideas.
In the first Southeast Asia Performance Art Symposium,
organized by Asiatopia in 2005 in Bangkok,

40 artists, critics, writers, curators, art administrators and curious members of the public participated in the dynamic and interactive discussions.

The symposium investigated the ‘what’, ‘how’ and ‘why’ of performance art
and considered its role and contribution to change in Southeast Asia.
It identified and highlighted the key challenges and opportunities arising
as performance artists and organizations collaborate and network.
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Objectives

The objectives of the Southeast Asia Performance Art Symposium 2007 are to:
· explore the development of performance art in the region
· investigate how performance artists respond to political, social economic changes
· promote dialogue and find common ground and ways for performance artists to collaborate in the future 
· document and archive the developments of performance art in Southeast Asia. 

Venue and Participants
In 2006, Asiatopia moved from Bangkok to Chiangmai because of the unpleasant political atmosphere in Bangkok. One positive outcome of this shift was the successful engagement of many new young participants, including art students at Chiangmai University. In order to build on this interest to develop and strengthen the local working group and establish a local young performers group, it was decided to hold Asiatopia in Chiangmai again in 2007.
Asiatopia’s Chiangmai Coordinator has successfully cooperated with the provincial administration and Asiatopia has permission to use the Chiangmai Museum and nearby public sites for performances. Further cooperation with the Media Studies Department of Chiangmai University enables the use of facilities and a campus rooftop space. 
This symposium welcomes public participation and admission is free. It is likely that participants will also include a mix of: 

· local art students, academics and artists in Chiangmai and northern Thailand 

· international, regional and national performance artists participating in Asiatopia
· art scholars and historians interested in Asian art
· media professionals including journalists, writers and art critics
Program 
The two-day symposium will feature interactive sessions, facilitated dialogues and opportunities for full group involvement in discussions around key questions. Short performances will be incorporated into the program. Some proposed sessions include:
· Art Constitution, Thailand
Chatvichai Promadhattavedi, director of Foundation for Art and Culture of Bangkok
· International Performance Conferences - Dalat and Bali

Megawati Suryodamo

· PERFURBANCE # 3

Ahramaiani Rahmayani, artist and event organizer (art and healing post-earthquake)

· Performativity 

Khairuddin Hori, Singaporean artist and writer
· Public-un-plug: The case of Satu Kali

Ray Langenbach, academic, artist, co-organizer and curator of Satu Kali
· Saigon Biennale

Gridthiya Gaweewong, co-curators of the Biennale, founder of Project 304 

· Tupada / TAMA

Ronaldo Ruiz, Filipino artist and writer
· Future of Imagination

Kai Lam, artist, festival organizer and curator
Background

Performance Art and Socio-Political Change in the Region

Since the successful first Southeast Performance Art Symposium in 2005, many significant events have taken place in the region. The second Southeast Performance Art Symposium in November 2007 will examine the socio-political changes with particular reference to art and cultural movements.

In Yokyakarta, Indonesia, many villages were destroyed by the powerful 2005 earthquake which followed the devastating tsunami which hit the western shores of the region in 2004. Artist groups responded to the emergency engaging in the reconstruction process. A performance art festival and seminars were organized by Iwan Wijono and friends in April 2006, to raise funds for relief projects.
Pro-democracy and anti-corruption movements continue their struggles. In the harsh political situation in the Philippines, though activists face dangerous threats from the secret police and military, lives have been lost and human rights and democratic activist leaders have been arrested, performance artists in the Philippines have continued to gather and TUPADA (slang for an illegal cock-fighting ring) has been going strong.

The September 19 2006 military coup in Thailand which came at the end of a year of street protests to oust corrupt ex-Prime Minister Thaksin is seen as a major setback for Thailand’s democratic process. After six months of military rule and the drafting of a new constitution, elections are scheduled to be held in December 2007. The Artists Network of Thailand has intervened with an “Art Constitution”, presented to the National Constitution Drafting Committee in February 2007. The continuous process of nation-wide art community hearings is proposed by the network, to push art onto the agenda of constitutional debates.

Violence and anarchy in southern Thailand, one of the reasons given for the coup, is puzzling political analysts. Though there has been no clear statement claiming responsibility for the vicious daily crimes, long-term discrimination, lack of opportunities and suppression of Moslem areas by Bangkok-centric rulers have been posed as reasons for dissatisfaction and frustration. Cultural misunderstandings need to be further explored.
The interruption and close-down of Satu Kali, the performance art event in Kuala Lumpur in early 2006, drew attention to cultural sensitivity and rights of expression. Authorities used the rule of law to halt the popular performance and such expression was described as violation. Democratic society requires respect for the rights and cultures of minority groups, as well as freedom of expression. Similar debates about the ‘un-opened public’ are taking place in Thailand, though there the cultural control relates directly to political control and nationalism. 

Recent Southeast Asia Performance Art Movement
During the past two years, performance art is surging ahead and some major events have taken place in Southeast Asia, including:

· Saigon Biennale, Phrase 1 in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam (Nov 06-Feb 07) 
· International Performance Conference in Dalat, Vietnam (Oct 06)
·  NHYPIE International Performance Conference in Bali, Indonesia (Mar 07)

· PERFURBANCE #3 in Yogyakarta, Indonesia  (Apr 07)

· Tupada / TAMA in the Philippines (Frequents)
· Future of Imagination in Singapore (Feb 2006)
· Performativities in Bangkok (Nov. 2006)
9th Asiatopia Performance Art Festival, 2007
Asiatopia 9/2007 brings together people who have played significant roles in these events and movements to share their learning about the ‘way’, ‘why’ and ‘how’ Southeast Asia’s art community responds, participates, interacts and intervenes.

Following day time symposium, live performance by participant artists will take place in the evening of each day. There will be indoor venue at Chiangmai University’s Art Center, and public venue will take place around and in front of Chiangmai City Museum. The live art section is in cooperation with Chiangmai Municipal Council and Chiangmai University.
From Southeast Asia (9)
Megawati Suryodamo (Indonesia)

Iwan Wijono (Indonesia)

Ray Langenbach (Malaysia/USA)

Latt Soe (Myanmar)

Ronaldo Ruiz (The Philippines)

Kai Lam (Singapore)

Angie Seah (Singapore)

Khairuddin Hori (Singapore)

Nguyen Huy An (Vietnam)

From Thailand (6)
Noppawan Sirivejkul (Bangkok)

Mongkol Plienbangchang (Bangkok)

Jittima Pholsawake (Bangkok)

Jakkrit Chimnok (Chiangmai)

Chanon Chanpanao (Chiangmai)

Padungsak Kotchasomrong (Chiangmai)

From other regions (6)
Eric Letourneau (Canada)

Helge Myers (Germany)

Sakiko Yamaoka (Japan)

Jacque Van Proppel (Netherland)

Waldermar Tartachuk (Poland)
Valentin Torrens (Spain)

Total = 21 artists
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Estimated Total Budget = Thai Baht 1,336,000 (~ = $US 38,725.-)
[Note: $1 ~ = ~ 34.50 Thai baht at 22 May 2007]

	Proposed Budget

	
	
	
	Thai Baht

	
	
	
	

	Travel/Airfares
	
	
	398,000

	International 
	(S.E. Asia)9  x 20,000 
(Else where)6 X 48,000 
	120,000

228,000
	

	Domestic (including speakers & team from Bangkok)
	           10 pp x 5,000 bt

	50,000
	

	
	
	
	

	Accommodation
	21pp x 800 bt x 10 days
	
	168,000

	
	
	
	

	Speakers/artists per diems
	23 pp x 8,000 bt
	
	184,000

	
	
	
	

	Translation
	
	
	50,000

	Translators
	2 days x 10,000 bt
	  20,000
	

	Equipment
	40 sets
	30,000
	

	
	
	
	

	Documentation & artists suplies

	
	
	100,000

	Artists supplies 

Videomaker + editing, 

	2 days
2 days


	50,000
50,000


	

	
	
	
	

	Office supplies & overhead
	6 months x 5,000
	
	30,000

	
	
	
	

	Lunches & tea breaks
	80pp x 500 bt x 2 days
	
	80,000

	
	
	
	

	Symposium team fees
	
	
	296,000

	1 director
	1 pp x 20,000 x 6mo.
	120,000
	

	2 coordinators
	2pp x 20,000 X 2 mo
	80,000
	

	1 manager
	1 pp x 20,000
	20,000
	

	2 facilitators
	2 pp x 15,000 bt
	30,000
	

	2 documenters
	2 pp x 15,000 bt
	30,000
	

	2 assistants
	2 pp x 8,000
	16,000
	

	
	
	
	

	Misc.
	
	
	   30,000

	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	1,336,000
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