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Objectives

The objectives of the research are to:
· explore and document the development of performance art in Southeast Asia
· investigate how performance artists respond to political, social economic changes
· make recommendations for performance art collaborations 

Research Method

Data will be collected through using various research techniques, including archival research, observation and interviews with a range of selected performance artists, art critics, art historians, writers and audiences in Southeast Asia. Group discussions will be held and documented. The venue for the interviews and discussions will be the Asiatopia 9/2007 International Performance Art Festival and Symposium in Chiangmai, Thailand during 8-11 November 2007.

Research Program

A. May to October2007: Archival research

· Writing on Southeast performance art, including journals, catalogues, magazines, books, newspaper articles and website material will be analyzed and synthesized.

· Video footage of performances during Asiatopia 1-8 will be analyzed, according to criteria
· The first Southeast Asia Performance Art Symposium in 2005 in Bangkok included 40 artists, critics, writers, curators, art administrators and curious members of the public participating in the dynamic and interactive discussions. The symposium investigated the ‘what’, ‘how’ and ‘why’ of performance art and considered its role and contribution to change in Southeast Asia. It identified and highlighted the key challenges and opportunities arising as performance artists and organizations collaborate and network. Documentation of this meeting will be reviewed.
B. November to December 2007: Interviews and group discussions
Performance artists attending Asiatopia 9 will be interviewed and group discussions will be documented.
Focusing on two key themes of:
1. Performance art and socio-political change in the region 

Art Constitution, Thailand
Interview: Chatvichai Promadhattavedi, Director of Foundation for Art and Culture of Bangkok
2. Recent events in the Southeast Asia performance art movement

During the past two years, major performance art events which have taken place in Southeast Asia include:

International Performance Art Conference in Dalat (Oct 06)
NHYPIE International Performance Conference in Bali, Indonesia (Mar 07)

Interview: Megawati Suryodamo

PERFURBANCE # 3, Yogyakarta, Indonesia  (Apr 07)
Interview: Ahramaiani Rahmayani, artist and art and healing post-earthquake event organizer
Performativity in Bangkok (Nov. 2006)
Interview: Khairuddin Hori, Singaporean artist and writer
Public-un-plug: The case of Satu Kali

Interview: Ray Langenbach, academic, artist, co-organizer and curator of Satu Kali
Saigon Biennale in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam (Nov 06-Feb 07)
Interview: Gridthiya Gaweewong, co-curators of the Biennale, founder of Project 304 

Tupada / TAMA in the Philippines (regularly)
Interview: Ronaldo Ruiz, Filipino artist and writer

Future of Imagination in Singapore (Feb 2006)
Interview: Lee Wen, artist, festival organizer and curator
C. January to March 2008: Write up
The research will be written up into an approximately 80 page illustrated document and material will be prepared for website.
Research Budget
	
	
	
	USD

	Travel/Airfares
	
	
	

	Airfares 

Bangkok-SEA countries (6)
	6 x $250
	
	1,500

	
	
	
	

	Accommodation
	4pp x$20 x 20 days
	
	1,600

	Per diems
	   4pp x$10 x 20 days
	
	800

	
	
	
	

	Research Team fees
	
	
	

	4 researchers/writers
	4pp x $200 x 6 months
	
	4,200

	
	
	
	

	Documentation

	
	
	2,600

	Photographer/Videomaker 

Editing, CD-Roms 

Website
	
	500

1,300
800
	

	Writer fees
	80 pages x 10 per page
	
	800

	
	
	
	

	Translation
	
	
	250

	English-Thai
	80 pages x $4 per page
	  
	

	
	
	
	

	Office supplies & overhead
	6 months x $170
	
	1,020

	
	
	
	

	Subtotal
	
	
	12,770

	
	
	
	

	Misc. 15%
	
	
	1,900

	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	14,670
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