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Distinguished guests, artists and participants of the regional symposium,

On behalf of the people of Bangkok I am delighted to welcome you all to our city. I am also honored to have this opportunity to speak with leaders of the regional art community.

The Bangkok Metropolitan Authority (BMA) has collaborated with and supported the Asiatopia festival since its inception seven years ago and we are proud of this continued joint effort.

The BMA currently has a clear vision and policy to promote and support art and cultural activities in the city. These are not only activities that the BMA organizes in its own capacity, but also through supporting several local and international art festivals, such as the Bangkok Theatre Festival, the Experimental Film Festival and Asiatopia Festival, to name just a few. The BMA is committed to support approximately ten more art festivals this year through until March 2006.

One of the concrete advancements of our art and culture policy is the building of the city’s first contemporary art center, which has already begun and will be ready to open to the public in 2007. The Bangkok Art and Culture Center will be unique and highlight art relating to all aspects of life and everyday culture, without discrimination. As well as a venue for new ideas, this Bangkok Art and Culture Center will support and revitalize the many old artisan communities which have been neglected during the rush for development and commercialization.


For the success of this art and culture policy, Bangkok people are thankful to the dynamic art community and many of its leaders are here tonight. They have led a long campaign to build a vibrant art scene in Bangkok and have enriched our art and cultural lives today. 


I am taking the time to share with you these domestic developments because, first of all I feel proud and grateful for the passion and high spirits of all the artists, many of whom I have just come to know. I admire their vision, dedication and their selflessness. Secondly, I would like to reconfirm the BMA’s commitment to supporting art and cultural activities so that we can bring life back to Bangkok.


I believe that art can stimulate people to think, to experiment, to express and to be eager to learn. Art is wisdom which enhances science - not opposing it but giving balance to our knowledge, practice and learning experiences. For this reason I hope to see more exciting art projects in Bangkok and support you all in your efforts.

May I congratulate the organiser of Asiatopia Festival and the Southeast Asia Performance Art Symposium and I wish you all a successful and enriching gathering. 


Thank you very much.
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