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ASIATOPIA REGIONAL STUDY 2005

Performance Art in S.E Asia Symposium: 

The Movement and it’s Future 
One of the objectives of Asiatopia is to develop linkage between artists in S.E. Asia. The seminar aims to re-examine it’s role and directions into the future to create stronger community of performance art in S.E. Asia. 

Asiatopia, aims to be an outlet of the minority - performance art practice in Asia, to exchange with artists from other region. However, the festival has become a regional annual event, where many regional artists as well as artists from Europe and America feel connecting to. Every year since 1998, among participants of the festival 60 out of total 145 individuals are artists from S.E. Asia countries. Since 2002, the regional network idea was responded and began to seek ways to create an interactive program. This time seems the enthusiasm of regional community to create such activity can become more real, if the regional seminar can take place.

Brief Situation

S.E Asia is the region with cultural diversity, although, historically we share similar development and civilizations. We share the period of colonization by western powers in our most recent history. Let’s look at the brief recent historical fact of regional development.

In 1980s, when political wind in the region has changed. Indonesia’s faced with the declining power of the Suharto ruler regime. Avant-garde artists and groups joined the people’s movement in Jagarta, Yogjakarta and Bandung. While in the artistic fronts also fought for the rights to be recognize as a legitimate art practices. 

In the Philippines, linkage and influence from people’s political movement to the art community has been continued since 60s. Artists in the Philippines have been part of the intellectual wing, questioning and voicing against the value of religions and its ruling class. Throughout the recent artistic development in the Philippines, avant-garde movement played an important roles creating in country movement as well as linking the local art community to the international art world.

Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia, though, mostly stabilization of country politic, artistic community grow steadity, though, rather slowly in Thailand (until 90s). However, the returning home of Europe and America young western educated artists has helped open the window of the small alternative art practices to the global perspective. Many artists run spaces has started to take shape as alternative venue outside the official establishment. The program of these artists led spaces focuses on performances and popular media, with open critical contents. 

In Vietnam, the colourful period started a few years after the country unified. Vietnamese art became one of the important income and pride for the country. Young artists began to experiment with new media and practices. In mid-90s  first generation of Vietnamese performance artist, such as Tan Trung and Ly Houng Ly, began to accept invitation to perform in Europe. Though Loas and Cambodia, the contemporary art practice has just begun, after a long period of war and reconciliation. 

Objectives:

1. To exchange and share studies of performance art movement in countries of SE Asia region

2. To record and publish the study

3. To develop the cooperation and networking between artistic movement in the region

Format:

The seminar aims to open dialogue and understand overall situation of the region. Artists represented each country is given time to share documentations and situation about their countries, as well as the way they response to their needs. At the end we wish to know how Asiatopia format can be useful to their own situation, or if they feel that there is other kind of activities they would like to suggest? 

Participants of the seminar:

Numbers:
20-25 experts and practitioners as speakers.



30 international participants and attendants



40 local attendants

Country representing, includes; Indonesia, The Philippines, Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos PDR., Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand and China and Hong Kong as neighbors which linkage to the region by history and culture.
Budget:  Total Baht  1,727,000
November 2005 

Regional Seminar:

Performance Art in S.E. Asia / The Movement & Future  
        1,727,000-

Partipants: (20 + 5 staff)



        
915,000-

Transportation for overseas participants 18 X 20,000
360,000-

Accommodation
25 X 1,600 X 7d


280,000-

Meeting breaks & Lunch   25 X 1,000 X 5

125,000- 

Participants per diem  20 X 1,000 X 6d


120,000-

Reception






  30,000-

Organization: 





594,000-

Documentation (audio & video & photo)


100,000-

CD Rom and book publishing



150,000-

Participant kits
25 X 1,000



  25,000-

Facilitators 
3 X 5d X 5,000



  75,000-

Reporteurs
2 X 5d X 3,000



  30,000- 

Simultaneous Translation 




200,000-

Organization team  2 X 7d X 1,000


  14,000-

Co-ordinational Cost for Post Festival Events:
218,000-

Coordinator

30,000 X 6m



180,000-

Assistant

10,000 X 2m



  20,000-

Communication 
3,000 X 6



  18,000-

Total








        1,727,000-

