Southeast Asia Performance Art Symposium

Meeting 25 April 2005

Present at meeting: Chum, Thanom, Josef, Gin, Jacque

Symposium – discussion topics 
(Use questions not statements)

1. Politics and performance art
· Is all performance art political?
· Is the political angle the only way performance art can survive in SEA?

· Is the daily newspaper the only source of inspiration for performance art?

· What is performance art’s role in political engagement?
2. Contexts of performance art
· What are our commonalities of practice and themes

· What is the real situation (problems) in the country and how can these be overcome e.g. censorship and taboo  (e.g. In Vietnam it takes months to get a permit for performance so artists just perform and police arrest them)

· Different governing politics (e.g. Thai and Philippines are more open – use art form as expression, critical media of government)
· Issue of globalization (In the past it was democracy, nationalism, unity. Now political tradition in SEA)

3. How can we document the evolution of performance art in the region?
Performance Art Expo

Ask participants to bring material (pictures, posters, reviews) about their performances to display (on partition boards around the room) during the symposium.
Possible participants (speakers and performers)

Cambodia

· Ly Daravuth, good speaker about traditional and contemporary performance (confirmed participation)

China
China started as artist curators and observers of performance art 
· Ma Lu Ming, performance only (not speaker), performs as katoey, performance uses photos of woman in man body, man in woman’s body, now painting more men – ‘Wind Maluman’ -sensual slang
· Qiu Zhi Jie (Joseph to send email)
Indonesia 
The Indonesian artworld has many factions.

· Arahmaiani Rahmayani, focused, organizer of performance art center in Yogyakarta, Temple magazine
· Iwan Wijono, art traditional and historical, how performance art in Indonesia has moved away from traditional duing 1950s-60s, performs street interventions.

· Yoyo Gasmano, student of Yani and Christawan
· Christawan, performs half naked
Malaysia 

Performance art is lacking.
· Ray Lagenbach, performer and speaker, topic is propaganda, political ideology, how US come to play with globalization, America complexity. American living in Singapore and Malaysia for 2 decades, researched performative theory, Assistant dean in University. (Note: Ask Ray for abstract of dissertation)
· Wong Hoy Cheoing, an artist who works in many media, performance art significant – more well-known for installations. Addresses post-colonial issues – what it means to be a Malaysian. Good  speaker.
· Janet , Weng Choy’s favourite speaker, theatre and drama lecturer in Penang University, uses theatre and drama to intervene, not just performance, very engaging.

The Philippines
In SEA, the Philippines has the most active critics, writers, solid writers, profundity in curatorial works.

· Jose Tence Ruiz (Bogie), Manila, installation artist, material-based, researcher for last 3-4 years, political activist, designs political cartoons, popular medium, independent academic observer, good speaker and writer – not performer)
· Rochit Tanedo, Manila, Creative Collective, ‘Who Owns Women’s Bodies?’ exhibition, writer, speaker, event organizer
· Patrick Flores, Univ of Philippines art historian, very good writer, in Jakarta for next 6 months doing SEA research, curatorial work for last 3 years

· Alice Gueremo, writer
· May Florette, writer

· Bosay Sandiago

· Yuan Moro Ocampo, participatory and indirectly political performance,  theme of retraditions, talks more political, works overseas, travels, came once to perform in Asiatopia, organised PIPAF once or twice, father is a senator
· Mideo Cruz , good speaker but more hardcore leftist anti-American
Singapore 

Small art scene.
· Lee Weng Choy (co-artistic director of Substation, well-read art critic’s critic, US trade

· Amanda Heng (performs Singapore airlines, I’m a beauty, serves tea)
· Jenny Lindsay (Singapore University)
· KYTV (indie music and performance artists, group of 4)

Thailand

Thai art is well-travelled in the last 10 years, since ‘Traditions-Tensions’ exhibition in NY when Apinan pushed Thais into the international arena.
Other countries in region have been ignored. Thai artists are popular with curators and institutions. Thai culture is very welcoming.
· Thanom Chipakdee
· Thanavi Chotepradit

· Kamin Lertprasert, Land project – allows daily activities into art
Vietnam
· Tran Leung, visual artist from Hanoi contemporary art scene , active with young artists, the father, did installation of military tanks on Red River, has radical sensibilities, like Vasant, always tussling with authorities, has knowledge to share, spoke at CM, OK on stage presenting but not analytical process, more reporting, gives historical perspective and talk about other people’s work, could speak in political session (as he is well protected – family related to Ho Chi Minh family), has been a curator in last 3 years (tried to have small contemporary art institute and was curator for a year - moved to British Council for funding when Goethe stopped money)
· Ly Huang Ly, Ho Chi Minh, performer, did installation at AIDS conference, women’s issues. Father is art critic, poet, cultural studies who argues with Tran Lueng about who owns the body of art movement  - only 2 teachers in Vietnam (Note: invite  Huang Ly’s father too)
Get participants from:

· Hong Kong
· Laos
· Myanmar
· Japan  - invite women performance artists
· Korea

· Macau  (Virginia to get name)
· New York – Dan, Ohara (life drawings)
[Note: not forced to stick to ASEAN countries]
Curators and critics on performance 

· Richard Shatner? 
· Weng Choy (visual arts, dance)

· Gridthiya Gaweewong (Jeab)
· Nick Sutus, from Performance Artspace in Sydney – performer and installation artist, photographer and filmmaker – now dedicated to organizing shows engaging and networking. Did performance in the pond – takes the water out and stood there holding a tray with wine until the water filled up the pond.

Symposium style/format

· Facilitator introduces speakers and facilitates dialogue between two ‘speakers’ – with ‘hotseat’ (for audience members to join/bring a question and leave for someone else to takeover the hotseat). Build connection with audience through questions.

Possible dialogues between:

1. Jenny Lindsay (Singapore Univ) and John Clark (Sydney Univ)

2. John Clark and Ray Lagenbach (both cynical anglo-saxons) 
3. Apinan Poshyananda and a foundation that supports events (not art)

4. Kraisak Choonhavan and Lee Weng Choy 
5. Amanda Heng and Ma Lu Meng 
6. Michael Shaowanasai and Amanda Heng and Ma Lu Meng
7. Chumpon Apisuk and Arahmaiani Rahmayani
· Incorporate performance in discussion.

· Have participants in discussion groups

· Discussions during day, performance in evenings

· Speakers/performers – not both at the same time – artists need rest between. Performance is the priority

Linking with Asiatopia

· Linking SEA Performance Art Symposium to Asiatopia (28-30 November)

· See symposium as beginning of networking.

Archive of artists in the region and book
· These are separate projects - archive needs to take a position, clear and transparent
Logistics

· Need to send letters of invitation to the artists – early May.
· Need translators: Chinese-Thai, Thai-English

Possible venues
· Jim Thompson (interested in supporting contemporary art,  near new museum site)
· Burasupa Printing House, Phra Athit Rd
· Bangkok University – old warehouse, Rama IV ice factory, very accessible

· Siam Society (near subway)

· Other?
Budget to cover:
· Fees for speakers, performers, symposium organisers
· Airfares for artists from this region including South China/Hong Kong

· Accommodation

· Food

· Per diem

Opening of Symposium  (25 November 10am)
· Fun, music, action, light  - not a dull speech-a-thon but a lively reception

· Invite KYTV  (4 members of performance art collective - fun and entertaining, curated by Kum Seng in Singapore and London, role play the indie music scene in Singapore, NAC love them right now)
To Do
· Joseph to provide emails, names, websites
· Gin to write up this discussion – artist profiles

· Chum to collect photos

Travelling schedules
· Joseph to Singapore and Malaysia on 16 May (for one week)
· Chum to Laos, Cambodia and China (for 2 weeks in May)
· Virginia to Vietnam 15-21 May  
Next meeting: Friday 6 May, noon, Concrete House
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