Josep:


Before start the session, I should give a brieft inside to Asia Topia as a participant in the first festival and also I’ve been involved in the organization subsequently in many regular festival over Asia Topia. I think Asia Topia was concieved and I will focus a lot on just performances gathering of ….the region as well as the west to come to perform and to give….. commentary on what they are doing right now on the practice. And when I first started to work with พี่จุ๋ม as a co-organizer. I was a co-organizer on the secound one. We talked about putting in foreign, putting in some source of like an artist talk in between these performances. We did it for the secound on and the third one. Performances come first and then we had to talk on the last day. A brift one maxicheotic. And then we had to talk … on the first in the first day in the morning halfday session. Before performances and boost almost to go with the hold three days … to the festival. It wasn’t entirety of a good way to talk or to network about performance art practice in Southeast Asia or in Asia particular. This year we’re thankfully to a lot of sponsors: Bangkok art and cultural centre, Rockeyfeller Foundation, Japan Foundation. We managed to make a few good fundings to put together. This side in Asia Topia separate component, which is this symposium where we are right now. I think as part of the programmes of the symposium. I think why we are emphasizing. If you look at the pattern, we are putting the symposium right now on daytime and then the performances immediately in the evening in Asia Topia. But they are both separate components with Phillipines festival. I think by putting this together. I think we attempt to create a situation, which should be the sametime, the product and the production of performance and the research particular in this symposium. We want to look at the research. And the question and answer relating to between spaces. I think in between spaces of how performance art act in social politically in Southeast Asia. How performance art act with in yourself in your body. I’d like to talk about we want to force basically I think with this separate us between performance and talk. We want to foster some source of a relation access where we could create and to know in theory and in practice what a performance art represent or … to all about in Southeast Asia. I think before I am going to the first topic. Ithink the well some concept of performance art and the social politics is after using the process of producttion for the activity to make what I would call or I would term P A P ….to my state-pollute opposition. I think a lot of times in Southeast Asia performance art is to pollute opposition of the state, opposition of institution, opposition of policy of body. For me I would love to go around right now to say hallo to participant and artist and say let’s. Are you here to pollute opposition? Are you here to do P A P? And for me I’d like to open up with this. We are here to P A P. we are here to pollute opposition through this seminar, through performance art festival performances … evening. Just one more thought this is more like questions that hope that few of us think about it during thus session for the next three days. I mean we have to talk about in context. This is about performance art. Not all about performance art but it is about performance art in context. It is all about the present, the presence, and the here and now that have quality of attention in conversation. Could performance art promote the practice through movement? And what kind of mechanism make such attentive conversation hopefully for the next three days and able and reinforce our own by listening to idea of others in such of gathering. So, I want this session to reinforce not just about the networking that we high light more attentively for the next three days as you have noticed most of the participants that we have invited actually are organized themselves of performance art festival in our own region. So, we want to reinforce not just the working but we can learn what we actually doing by hosting the performance art festival. Why they are all about? Why performance art? Why not? And other….art not performance art. So, bring it back to performance art and inside …performance art and politics. The first session we would talk. We have invited and we have put together. By the way, we also by having some source of facilitated dialogue, which I rather quite conversation in conversation in between conversation. We have to represent guest who are not performance artists who have not mush different actually in what they do where lee Ven choy in Singapore. He is not only rights and manage in art center. He also involves in the …. Society, oriented activities. He emphasizes some of the activities. And he currently undergoing in Singapore. And Mr. Kraisak also advocating a few activities of his own in regard to art and culture, animal conservation and environmental and so forth. Without further do maybe I would … Thailand I would pleasure to privilege Mr.Kraisak should start the session first. Before we move on to Mr. lee ven choy. 
Mr. Kraisak: 


the fact that I lived abroad so many years that’s the 26 years in my life. And state is the topic of my talk – state and art & culture. State policy thought art and culture in other countries from (I believe) Argentina and Europe. It is something in fact it is a culture of every state to have a policy to suppose modern and contemporary arts and other traditional and historical. But it is very different in other region. Only country that let the way I think it is Singapore. And that’s started in 1980 and ….. quit high in 2000 with the creation and building on the esplanade. I will take on the back when I looked on other countries that try to catch up. Anyway, Malaysia comes along way. And we appreciate when they have modern art center coming up in the way. And in the … when they hold baroque music, which is fascinating when you find all source of the type from all of the world. Playing music is something I think we should attend 1 day. We could learn a lot and appreciate that too. Other countries I find it is very weak in their policy thought modern art and contemporary art Philippines and Indonesia for that matter. But they do by coming up with a good policy. And my aim as a politician I always … to push Thai government for policy on to suppose in concrete on art and culture. And I find that for the past 20 years this is not within start just with the art center of Bangkok. But we started long time ago. But we’ve never succeeded. Now, I understand why? Because contemporary art is to challenging politically to the Thai politics. Thai politic is basically everybody said that where the country like Phillipines has democratic before other before Malaysia, before Indonesia, and other countries. But nevertheless its freedom is limitation and art is so rather go in the way. Contemporary art is rather go in the way. That it is strengthen very existence of state at least that what politician. I would say many politicians look at do you see? Now, I will give you an example where we are here today. This is not an art center. It is a Bank – money change hand million Baht change hand. And you see the office is the big office of the Bank. And for many years just on this floor where we sit now. I’m shamed in the way for sitting here. It is a small group of people of administration of the Bangkok Bank decided that they should support some form of traditional art and they had a very famous poet running in this center. His name is Naowarat Pongpibool. And up here, on this state we used to have Thai traditional Ranad competition every year. Mostly boys would come from all provinces. And they would compete in traditional music – Ranad or xylophone. But then after all the year and this place became quit famous in the way for traditional music lovers for many years and poet would come here. And the little Ratree of Bangkok would use just this floor for nearly 20 years. And then a couple years – 2 years, the Queen mentioned to the owner of the Bank that you’ve been talking about the art center for along time. Why have you not done this … for the past. So initially, she apparently gave the Chap who is one of the richest men in Thai a few million. I think about 2 million to start with have it to him. He has money do something with it. The guy was a little bit choked. So, he said oh yes yes yes I remember saying that word sometimes ago. So, what he did what he decide is return to Bank into an art center now. But as you know, it is called Queen Sirikit art center. But being royally named is very difficult to others to come and have an exhibition here that we could call contemporary art, which is quit free in the way which is free from…….. But what you find is … Thai center. So, I’m not …. Prateung Amchareon who having a beautiful exhibition here. No, am I … or at least try to undermine or Thawan Duchnee another great artist of Thailand but both of them are very famous and commercially very successful in the way. But you would not find … naked woman, nude, and anything that implicate some dadaism, expressionist that is a bit …. It would be improper to have it here. And this is probably the first art center in Thailand. But when it is done in the name of royalty then it’s died already because you have to be careful what you do here. And you’re lucky to get the space here to have this talk. But nevertheless it is started and why is contemporary art to Thai politic. I would not mention Indonesia or Phillipines or other countries in fact that people not think it is problem. But nevertheless in Thailand it is so important that every government maintain this contradictory ideology of the nation. Even when were democracy we call ประเทศชาติ ศาสนา พระมหากษัตริย์ and recently they added และประชาชน. ประเทศชาติ is nation, ศาสนา - religious Buddhism basically, พระมหากษัตริย์ – monarchy and since we became with the new constitute, we added ประชาชน people last. My list is different. Anyway but nevertheless what we have is this. Contemporary art in Thailand really came into the scene in 1970s when they would see a student revolution. It was really revolution. You had million of students. I mean coming out to revolve against the state and they did the … three years after which so horrific. It would just bombed your mind, just around the road here they were hanging people on the threes. And they were … the student – activities women, killing them just three years afterward. So, what does particular three years the modern artists (I would call them “modern artist”) just spend all of the energy painting anything that they want just explosion of freedom after all we have thousand of artists studying in fine art in different universities. But they’ve never provided with any real freedom. You need a free society in the way for them to be able to express something freely and space etc. provided. They were not. So, what happen was that all of these paintings which quit crude in the way but quit strong supported the student movement. It became a socialistic movement, people movement, farmer movement, women movement etc. and the artist, the best one who are very socially conscious just went crazy doing. Painting, all of these posture, and music took a different dimension, took very social dimension in the way. Even composer who was suppose to do a classical composition would doing quite radical “blood can be wash, blood something like that”. I’d say craze man. Take an easy, we don’t want a musical like this. We have to hind the peace way. But nevertheless the state therefore who succeeded always to mitigate any reform, to mitigate any real freedom for the people, which the state always ask you that they’re not ready. Look at these artists they are responsible you how they paint stop like this for instant one …., Thawan Duchnee who is now famous. But he was …. When he drew … in the Buddism temple. I mean they want to kill the guy. I mean the guy is so a political. But he just want to test just in one particular painting. Anyway, he is a millionaire now. Nevertheless, that’s why It is so absolutely difficult for us to push the government to see the value of modern, and contemporary art because of the society in fact were ruled, were controlled by these very conservative and reaction people. So, most of the trend – the came out - was a commercial trend. The commercial trend just when while the painting smiling Thailand, paddling on the river. It’s perfect. It’s so nice. My god the sky is so beautiful. The buffalo’s so clean. And the child is ridding on the buffalo. Everybody looks so happy. These are so call acceptable style. But these are not explained anywhere. You have a modern art museum but you call dead museum because of no life. And the curator doesn’t give a crab when you go neither………. I’m really very sad. I don’t know much about art. But my life’s always been pulled into activities “protect here, protect it” and I can’t help it but to be part of it. The first people who would join me in my car to go to a space where they are protecting against a dam, where they’re protesting against the power plant, where they’re protesting against killing of environmentalist, protesting government human rights violation recently in the south. Other artists are the one who bring the guitar, amplify, and such painting, performing, …… and the message which has always been organized. We are here to attract you to listen to music in all of you to empower yourself to organized yourself to fight for yourself to fight for freedom. And this is why I’m so close to artists. It’s not because I like the work so much because sometimes I really … how can draw. But it’s me courage that this very group. And the group can expand and expand. It not contains in one particular group. But it has …. Of other people who spend their time try to perfect their ex-abstract painting, performances, music, and others. When the issue is the big one, you would find the hundred of Thai artists participating in one way or the others in sometimes in perfect photographic like a painting in the way in the technique that there are skill with. So, this is something that let us to decision. I mean it was a collective decision that I should be the representative to push for the art center of Bangkok. I work for four years for the governor of Bangkok. He is a good friend of my. He said what do you want to do. I said I want to do art and culture. Oh, yes, ok then you do art and culture but at the same time you have to be responsible for the garbage of the city too. I said yes but the tool is not compatible. So, that’s why when he mention the polluting that’s what the mentality of the governor. It is not the same thing. So, I had to spend so much time try to clean up the city, try to recycle the garbage like they do in Singapore, like they do in the big city, try to mitigate, try to slow down the polluting, the land, try to find the collect techniques for like hasn’t the waste. You do have much time. So, by the time the forth year comes around the art project was finished with Jan here helping either and Pipat, another friend of my working for me. But because I didn’t have time to push it politically. We didn’t succeed very well and in fact when we did the term of different came out from the art project. It was delayed almost indefinitely because some of the administrators decided to on the huge corruption on the construction of it. So, we did not allow it. When you did not allow it, it delay more and more until the new governor came up, who is elected by the landlord. And he happen to be a flashiest – a flashiest gonna easily elected in Thailand. And this guy is true believe in flashionism. And he just  stop the project all together. And made it into a project for commercial center and car park instead. But then that particular incident integrated the artist in Thailand to protest for ….years. …years at the first times in my life, I saw artists organize among themselves here by Jumpol and others to protest on a very consistent way. Hundred of artists, everybody in all the universities, all the professors, all the freelancing artists work together and reproduce thousand of protest painting and its spread it all over the front of the Bangkok metropolitan office, which is quit impressive. I mean really polluting the blood in place with protest. And finally they had the gust to take to court the governor and the court accepted the sue case. So, now the governor might be end up in jail for not building the art center. So, immediately, when election came for four years afterward. They organize, they vote for art. All the people gonna vote for any candidates for the governor, if they do not have a policy on art and culture particularly on art center, don’t vote for them. So, the Bangkok people were conscious of this suddenly. But nevertheless it have the education campaign became educational one, a learning one for the Bangkokian also. So, finally when the candidate one is the nice and handsome man. He agree with us and immediately now we have an art center but it goes to show how difficult it is. This is just an example of life. And it’s good in fact good lesson for all artist that you have to be, you can’t be only individually, you can’t be relying on your confidence alone. So, in the society like Thailand you have to work in … at time. You have to collaborate at least for a common good for general public. So, what art has come to now in Thailand. You will have a modern art. But can we have a freedom to show an exhibition some of the pieces that has been come out. But in the past I’ll say four years event in Thailand has taken … we’ve had probably one of the biggest national natural ….the free. But much smaller than Indonesia or Srilanga or India for that matter. But nevertheless 10 thousand people dead in one day, it’s never happen in Thailand. We’ve never have a government that it bents on depression coming from democratic process than the one we’re seeing now. Mr. Taksin who put together about three thounsand people to dead for its depression on drugs mostly done by police killing. We’ve never have the government that open very single doors and even the floor of Thailand to … the investment through free trade agreement. No more negotiation. No more caring for the farmers. No more caring for the small scale in the peace. Opening Thailand up to Unites state, New Zealand, Australia, every countries, Japan free trade agreement with everybody with only business his own family business in mind. We have tremendous impact now in Thailand not only globalization in the sense but a much more wider and intense than other countries in Asia alone. So, the artists have been coming out, it’s reflection that group of small artists who are very disturb by Mr. Taksin are coming out with very strong statements in the way. But nevertheless It’s reflecting what is going on in the country and how the people are suffering in spite of all is positive trend that it’s happening. So, I’m not so sure if the governor of Bangkok who allow these the freedom that we thing it should be. We do not think that it could be easy. So. I think another state of revolution is necessary and I must say to you here. Your welcome here and your performances and your work here will be have always been an inspiration to Thai artists here. Your techniques many times have been superior than the Thai. Your statement and your inspiration are perhaps very necessary input to Thailand and to among the Thai artists. I hope that Asia topia will get more attention future or at least Asia topia has very high recognition by the ministry of culture already. So, this is one step. But, unfortunately it’s only one man who did not come here is Dr. Apinand who is the head of department of contemporary art and culture. He understands our work. And he supports the freedom of expression on our work. So, my talk here from the politician to artist, I’m salute you and I wish you a good festival. It’s always been meaningful and quit profound. And I always enjoy your people here.

Mr. Lee Weng Choy:


I will be talking about the … maybe I will back drag a little bit. Josep comparison earlier between the senator and I. incredibly unfair comparison. This is a major public intellectual and … time of minor public intellectual. But this is still quit important to me present of standing up and being counted. He remarked about how very often when they were protest. How people will coming and attending and feeling a real sense of having to… Singapore I would contend has the most power to public life in the region. And it’s interesting how we have an art center. We have a lot of money that the government is … in the art. But we have no public life. Very oftenly art that produced by the policy is really art by government for government. It’s quit disturbing because you are seen internationally as the place where has a lot of investment in the art. So, there is a lot of intention to it. But most of their attention is to very specific kind of that for instance next year we gonna be having the meeting of the world bank and IMF for that reason really we have a biennale. So, the next year we will have the first Singapore biennale. Thanx to the world bank and IMF having the meeting there. That is also quit interesting from what I hear. I’m really not very accurate. …….. But from what I here was of course whenever you have world bank, WTO meeting, you have a lot of powerful activities. You have a lot of Ngos take that occasion to gather and to have meeting among themselves. And basically part of my language to tell to WTO or world bank to…. So, the question is what will have happening in Singapore. The first I know I haven’t had any regional Ngo institute how to going to ….. Singapore. I don’t know too much the local activity as beginning to organize … world bank or … biennale. So, I talked to Jumpol a little bit about this and with Josep and numeral of people how world interesting to do that at the substation. But let me back drag a little bit further and talk about what I do. I’d rather … by working at the art center. I don’t think I’m very good at really. To run an art center you need someone who really is very focus on the institution building, who really has a vision and imagination for how to develop the institution. The reason which empowers with Singapore. We don’t really have this leadership for institution building. Because none of institution in any good shape. We are really very weak. And I’m thinking specifically of public institution. There is perhaps an exception. The founder of the substation …... He was a dramatist, an activist, a real inspiration to the art communities. And some way I think of him as the first and last public intellectual from the art. So, this empower should mention to the public life, the weaknesses of the public institution. This is something that I think it’s really defining point about Singapore. As an art critiques what is important for me the intellectual work that I do. So, it’s not necessary. It doesn’t enter into public life with much force, but with the kind of slowness. It’s quit slowly. I think that’s all very important intervention into the public life has to be so many different … the public is more important because of a large public, small public so equally important. And it’s how you have this kind of intervention. So, this is a kind of dimension of the intellectual intervention. In many ways what happens in the last 20-30 years around the world is the eruption of the contemporary art from regions, which is the most important commentary actually. I want to give a talk at the sue and the birth. Every times I always speaking the birth to talk with the …… to stop. But I think one of the tasks of the intellectual is that she or he gives contacts. They talk very much about location and specificity. Not to represent your country, not to say I’m from Singapore and this is Singapore problems as such. Not to speak for Singapore. So, government always do that with less violence to speak on behalf of that kind of consistency. I think of course you speak from the location and you speak ….from the place, which cause the complication. You don’t know some how represented and I think there is a lot of interesting in the biennale circuits. Say oh we need the biennale artists, oh okey we can get her. You have that of course. That has been criticized for ….. generation of course for persist in sense of identify Thai because they speak for. I think the intellectual work is actually not to do that. But it’s still of course very ground in the specific location. I think the intellectual is …. of the specificity. But at the same times, if you want to speak from the specificity, where do you go from there, and soon someway you define the art critiques task is to talk about local symptoms, something and in this case I will be talk in the dead penalty. The dead penalty in Singapore for me is the real symptoms of the problem of public life. And I am going to the wide things to dead penalty is very important. So, this in my case is my local symptom of the dead penalty in Singapore. What I hope to do by talking about it. It is someway to make a universal peace of art and the local symptom. In some way talking to Singapore, I can talk to Thailand. I can talk to Indonesia. I can talk to the Philippines, Malaysia and so forth. There is something that we can or talk to even though we have the specific of the local. The couple dates ago, I ….relationship of meeting the senator and we talk a little bit about how we will go on this session on Josep with talking. Josep asked me why are you interested in the dead penalty. I mean very … for question and ……. my answer. Of course inner in itself, the question of the dead penalty is crucial, the kind of violence ….. state. So, you do not need to going on to do that. What I think immediately after that a symbolic level. If there is resistance to the dead penalty, this is resistance to a certain absolute access of the state. The state power to kill in it, in the people name because the state doesn’t kill in the name, doesn’t the name of the people to prevent to that from happening with the dead penalty become to be very important check on the state power. Now in the case of Singapore they had and recently there were some discussion and parliament. Somebody brought up to point that can few of you hang it. I think the minister said we thought a few ago and we discover that we’re all rights. So, we will continue …. People. No discussion was so ever. And having for the first times in my life met someone who was seen the body for hanging person and being quit intimate with the family that was born. You realize the understanding of the violence hanging is not need. Of course no death …….. I think I don’t want to get into the new of the …., which is the more ….of killing people. I think this is bad. But in Singapore, when you talk about protest, it’s horrible to hear about the violence reaction against the protest. But I think you do not have protest of any kind in some of the world in 2003 the whole role protesting in United state ……. Million people gathering in London, San Francisco, Washinton, and everywhere around the world. Six people or maybe more than that show up in front of the American Embassy in Singapore were promptly arrest because they didn’t have a permit to do what ever they would doing. And so, a month later the substitution held a peace concert, which gonna appropriate …. to do that in our garden. And about 7 hundred people ….. in the evening. And we think this is a large …… in the Singapore history. And it’s fantastic 7 hundred people. I mean there are million around the world of course took sometimes to organize. And that one event there …. people said wow! this is great that people could actually come to something quit politicize, quit public. But there was no momentum after that. The organizers were involved with very tide that …… follow up. There was ……before ….. smaller things is going on.  You will just see by contract the …. Of public life in Singapore. Now the way the dead penalty has become much more visible and have  …..activism really come down to search accidental agency. A mansion Mukamu get sue was convicted of trafficking a killer of …..have a killer will get to kill in Singapore and very often runners who are coming from Malaysia who get trip drop by the dealer himself because that way if you get arrested or other you past through and every things. So, usually a lot of the intervention is focus a lot on the … it’s very low level. That’s very little work to take after the big time of you. There is a lot of …. We have them from Australia and then opposition and ….and Singapore that …and very big drug load. And Burma receive a lot of support form Singapore government. A lot of the drug load in Mianmar gets a lot of support from. Singapore is the huge invest the region Mianmar. This is no …. in that. And also the sentence is mandatory. There is no ……factors. What happens is that a few get convicted. Your automatic in ….. And the …. process will not get you anywhere. Sometimes there is a little bit the ….before hand. The limit is fitting …. You will see oh actually in majoring the ….properly with discovery with fourteen point eight ground. And therefore you won’t get the dead penalty. That’s about how some of that negotiation takes place. Once to get through the final after saving the persons life is through a clemency by the president. But the president is defined by cabinet. And cabinet in turn is advised by the Antony general chamber. So, the people who are prompts to killing you and sending you to death are the one who ….by cabinet and the president. You know whether you get clemency or not. So, there really is no a kind of system. This is a very famous case that involve ……. He was arrested chart with the murder. He insists on the indecent but he was convicted nonetheless. A few mouths before going to the gallows. They managed to get a real lawyer rather than a lawyer who looked at them and said hey I take one look at you and I think you are guilty. That’s you defense the lawyer just plea guilty. Because your working class, you’re not high profile or anything. Just a few mouths, someone looked at the case with so ….obviously. it couldn’t a ….crime and he got all. So, you can see that why some people-Singaporian- would say that ….is impeccable. There are problem with the system and once you have something for final. There is no way of doing that. Now, recently there is a case an enemy Australian on death roll. As far as I know. He would be hang on the second of December. There were probably be a video for him on the first. There have been a lot of presentation internationally, especially in Australia of course. It’s very lucky in the local media. They have been …called him and tried to discuss the death penalty by the large… When the case earlier ……. So, I never explain how I think that started. His lawyer at the clemency state in other this appeal the artist defense but at the final state that try to get the presidential clemency would need to go on the case very late. He would very blame the craze. Actually, she wants to have this incident out spoke, very public about it. And the family is incredible the family also once to be public. No the family wants to actually have themselves put in the …..to protect the death penalty sue. Because of those kinds of factors were sued at the first times. The action against the death penalty have been visible because of the law, because of the family. It’s a symbol of that. These people are really to get comfort. So, there will be the last attention for this Australian case against it because the Australian family wants to fight this. We have been many executions in May and December. We don’t know what happen. The family don’t wanna come up. I mean I just heard recently about some Australian who were convicted the execution for drop trafficking. But there is very little of the best of try to …..information and talk to. It’s very spread. And also when this ….come up, people see on the opportunity. The execution doesn’t take place here. And some people have still hoping again. They hope that the popes, the last pope and the present pope, have also appeal to the Singapore government. The UN has step in. And special reporters has step in and appeal. And the Singapore government has been consisted in the …everything. Now, even if that is reality that a lot of people accept, I think there is a great possibility that the death penalty can slowly become increasingly less popular in Singapore. Right now it’s very pop. Even among artist or normal …… on the art community E-group and internet E-groups. You mail and you say look on the common support. I mean what artist in Singapore has not lift up and spoke a little bit of …..come on! If you have ever got slightly high, you should invest in this issue. And you don’t have to speak. You don’t need to have a speech. But you should show up. This value of thinking I need to be counted to be in public. So, I do it well in Singapore but I think it is beginning that happen very slowly. People are showing up. People who show up that one thing has come again. And whether is only in the very personal capacity. I thought some artists come for the way of chance move up. And I was very moved by everybody who came. Because it was of course very moving for them. But it also a way of saying that yes, I do care and I’m not like this person are. But it doesn’t matter. This is a person who is recognized the value standing up. So, I think as much as it is very important for lawyers to have the best legal argument that’s they have. And they’re doing a lot of really good works in that way. It’s also really important for artist in silver society activist to really begin to develop this public culture. I have to be presented. And I have to be counted …..signing the stupid fucking internet partition doesn’t do. Chit! You hot a show up and people have to begin to realize that value. And it’s slowly beginning happen. And this is an issue were I think you can win. Because it is really not ….. I mean censorship. I was on the radio with few maker. So, there is few maker, …., and the art critique on the radio. And argue about censorship. I’m the only one against censorship but few maker who say hey1 we need censorship too. I mean it’s a boo chit. He thinks it’s really stupid. What he want go out and say censorship is stupid. It is a kind of squeezing, try to have a more argument. Let’s say censorship is more or always arbitrary. It’s violence. People are calling on the radio saying that we don’t have censorship. We will have rights. This is a mentality in Singapore. So, censorship really does feel like a very long battle. But I really think to ….I mean death penalty is something because it is a humanness issue. You can say look you can stupid incredibly love you for life for have a killer my …but don’t kill the guy. And I really think there is a way of increasing that kind of popular acceptance of that. So, this is some of things about public culture that is very strong issue. And I hope Singapore actually is invisible in being against the death penalty. I mean this will be a chock in the region. I mean where the least if other countries can do this, we hope it can pick up else where in region as well. Because unfortunately sadly we are killed. Is it a death penalty in… i know this all the kind of extracurricular death penalty is going on very tragedy. But, so you have such a great activist movement around the regional. You really hope that this can be mobilized. So, just stand here.
Mr. Lee voy choir:


First of all the senator just ask me can you speak like this in Singapore. And …yes of course the audience would be this side you are probably be. A few of the face here that I see would be in that kind of audience. So, this is a problem you can’t. In public, …all things quit possible. You can’t say a lot of things. But it doesn’t …with a larger public. And that’s I think one of a real problem. These small public are really feeling cut off. And the election in Singapore are ….mandate in such a way that the opposition never contest. Nationwide they only can test curtain kind of district. So, than the last election I think it’s the last election before that. The ruling party wanted because they worked enough opposition to contest all the seats. No wanna do a real ….is that a public doesn’t have a full sense of who it is. I joked with the academic he said there are only 400 hundred liberals in Singapore. They find that the people run the country is …..in Singapore. They are lead and let them the liberal. I really disagree with him. I think there is maybe like five thousand liberal. Sound not much but it’s much more than five hundred. But you don’t see each other. And it’s almost like to you psycho analysis who like a child that looks into the mirror and can not see himself. It’s just see oh I just were my pants oh I have that sensation. I’m hungry, my month. It’s all disconnected the public doesn’t have an image of itself. And that’s really important. Would not leave a mirror of state? And even though you can’t say this kind of thing, you don’t really say them as a body.

Mr. Kraisak:


I really like Singapore actually. I think it’s really sane society in the way because I think my country is a little bit insane. So, when I go there, I don’t think about the death penalty. Your city is so clean and got rid all the slums. And the harbor is impeccable. You have really nice café. I really enjoy my self. So, when you mention this death penalty, my second thought now I want to go to Singapore. So, I ….pack anything illegal. I might get. Anyway I went to art festival last year whether in Thailand before the death penalty would be from shooting. And they would use the special machine gun set up. And just tide the prisoner in front of the machine gun and they just find and hold magazine on his body or the back. So, I bent to the prison way they execute these people. And they cannot get rid off the blood and gust in all over the place. So, it’s very ….in the way. It’s extremely barbarian. So, the last year they decided to change from that system. Would you …for year. And to legal injection and they ask me as the senator to vote whether you would prefer injection or the same method of shooting. My immediate reaction is the say No to the public execution. But they did assure you that the prisoner would the condemn man would be put to sleep first. And the slowly they would just sleep and died. So, it’s painless. Well, nothing is painless, but the moment before you get injection or the death the torture, in terrible and only about 47 of us rejected other 200 senators. The …house passes you ….nearly 500 of them … Anyway to keep and to change the method, in Thailand we actually most case do not get to court. Most cases do not get into injection as a told you earlier. They just drag you and shoot you. For even you if you are suspected of drug. If you have any record of drug and the prime minister just said we want to get rid off the drug, every provinces government will compete how many drug cases they have arrested. And in order not to bring an implication. A part of the official, many of them are involve in drugs trafficking. They just shoot the suspect. And most of them are very young. One and two times convictions. And the big dealer as you said can go freely to Singapore. And in fact laundry money and very one who are running ….construction business banking, hotel, business inside Burma or whom are government and particularly a prime minister is dealing very closely with these business wise. So, in the way this is suppression in any form may it be so called legal state form or the extra judiciary one. It’s really huge democracy in now society. You just invite me to Singapore. I want to sit in some of your station and I go have good ….afterward. 

Mr. Lee voy choir:


May be I can make a comment about how much you like Singapore? Because definitely I invite you to come dawn. I mean certainly may before next September …the world bank…try to do also until the world bank activities. But this is also the ….. I mean I don’t for a minute regard that I can walk around the entire city and feel very safe. Obviously, young …in the train station. When I look at them I think you are right be serious. I’m not worry. It’s not like a picture perfect, but there really is. It’s really working society. And it’s precisely because of these you think you should have a sense of judge. There is very strong Ngo really …speaking, Ngo movement for the …workers. Mostly …..are made in Singapore Because they have no protection and when I talk to activists, they said look to you demand so incredibly reasonable. And what she said was the government now can do the …to this man because Singaporian themselves don’t have this protection. it’s just the …..of government that people aren’t mystery that the works of art because the union in Singapore are not run by the workers but by man …of the last government that would happen to the union moving during independent. The workers movement is really got. I mean they’re really …..on that but they are so incorporate it. And I think there is only union that has to have some sense of being really unions is the international policy for Singapore airline. That’s why recently there was some kind of action ……..himself step in. because you really want to make sure that they didn’t …..management. but working with all this, you can see that there is the other government is entirely dynasty. They do realize that they you have to be a …. You have to treat the world because it’s quit nice. The otherwise will not competitive. So, would you don’t have that kind of empowerment of the workers. This is precisely because of that. And that seems as such so a specially provoke that it’s think you’re working that you cannot allow that to have them.

An opinion from the floor:


I’d like to see. I were on society in Indonesia that death penalty can be happened not under the government because can be done by other different society groups, under fundamentalist, under the มาเฟีย group, the floating mass of the certain community there. And I get that they play the broken society system. I mean death penalty can be happened anywhere because we have different religion, different ideology. That’s why we call Hindu. Hindu is mixed society that never happen. We have one system, one rule, one ideology for the big country as Indonesia. There were so many death penalty. They the prisoner in jail. And never happen for many years. I don’t know why. Maybe they will think that the family gonna give for money to the government. And then they release the prisoner or something that I don’t know. And the death penalty happen or ….the system in the society. This is another story about this chaotic political society. Myself if I want Indonesia can be like Singapore one system one rule one ideology but the prisoner who gonna get the death penalty that totally real through. And they are …..political crime or any crimes for our best the society.
Another one:


I want to add something a bit more on Evan said. I think it’s almost happen spontaneously. It’s like violence in our blood. The most case is like a pink pocket in the street. If one pink pocket got capture and then suddenly people bit the guy until death. That I said is spontaneously especially after …of there. You are ….up the freedom. and then in the other hand we think that the system is really unreliable. So, I do by ourselves, punish people by ourselves. Even an advertisement of cigarette capture that image. It’s said everybody can be the judge. So, why we need law system? It’s a first advertisement of cigarette. It’s capture like that. So, that’s why advertising sometimes make me think that we need more art form , which is a little bit entertaining to make people ….sometimes I think like that.
Daravuth ly:


You are talking about ….here. What is the word when mob …. So, it’s happen in Indonesia. It’s happen a lot in Cambodia too. And that is I think the result of absence of a sense of justice, which might not to be competed to tradition system, which is we can be two different things. That example is trying to relate to major theme both of you talking about with it. In a society like Singapore, when you read a point where everything is a lot controlled, you obtain a sense of safety or everything is ruled. In other extreme, the society in Indonesia and Cambodia where people need a sense of justice. And they cannot rely to a system because it doesn’t provided. So, people basically execute the suspect. And I …myself sometimes in the market, its go like a ….. So, imagine here someone start to say thief someone steal my purse. And you can feel it grow within the market. So, most of the times it’s not founded at all. And it can be you. Mistaking something and then the hold …. Which should get on you and execute you. And the police doesn’t intervene. So, this is a very difficult thing to talk about when I understand exactly what you’re talking about and of course you are in very specific situation to talk about that too. Because you are outside-inside. So, what can we. Is there the limit to protect? Is there something that we can set to open up in terms of a government, from the governor perspective? It may be understandable that the governor doesn’t want to open the society. Because you would have a chaos or somehow. So, I’m not saying it should be but the whole idea he is whether through arts, whether through judge the system. How far what’s modern society and how to balance. Singapore is a modern for a lot of Asian society because of that. Because trend of my college in ten’s k unit. You don’t even need to go Singapore. You just go to the airport. It’s enough. You must understand of a lot of people is a dream and especially in this trouble time. So, opening is not for this time. Because people are feed in this time. And people would execute you. I’m not saying this is what. So, this is just more to know a little bit….
Mr. Lee voy choir:


It’s very interesting in the kind of contrast that I have just come up in the dialogue. I think it’s very …one couldn’t just upset what I said. It has to be a layer with other audience responses. But I think what I want from Singapore. I don’t want the state to be weak as such. I don’t believe the idea of public in Singapore the ….you have a single man, a party, a state, a nation, and so forth that kind of collapse. What you need are this source of in between the spaces, between in this kind of institution. But I want the institution to be strong. But they also have to be clear about their limit. The state is ideally the public think. It’s the people not to government the state. I do believe in strong state. A strong sense of justice, I think that is quit important. So, the people have that sense of trust that you don’t do on your own. There is a sense of justice. There is a sense of system. I believe in that but I also believe that the system has to have very strong check upon itself. And that’s would lucky in Singapore the strong check upon itself. I mean I’m luckier than America. And of course the America used the model for this. But you can see how those strong check …..being …..I mean in the eightieth-nineties you have so much politics in the university about politic of representation. This think like such oh you are such and therefore an important for. After the American gonna be represented so on and so for. Now, ten years ago I found that a bit annoying. Politic in university is not politic in the society. But now there is nothing …to America but the university. And so when the university under seat in America is incredibly in scarcely. Some rights when burglar who go on and on. And somebody will be doesn’t …from getting a lecture. So, the last …..in America of this kind of strong public institution that they’re really under seat. So, I hope that the question of how do you have the strong a judge state. And Singapore has an opportunity to do this. Because we do have the very strong state. We need some strong check on it. And that hasn’t been happening. It’s incredibly privilege position in the region.
:


There are two issues that I want to bring into. The one is how this relate to the individual work of art. What these are? These are work of performance and what this is play in us. So, this is dissolution of the social condition into a momentary wise which in some way than open up that logic context or is it simple actually part of the larger context. And among other behaviors which need to be analyzed in the same way that you would and I. the issue of showing up is I think it’s very interesting because it’s actually take and out off the role of these installations or among behaviors. It says that activism is a separate motion from the art work. And the art work is metaphor of the wises. It’s not need to necessarily address. But …..do the necessary address. So that is one issue. The other issue is a …for mention that happen because the united state carry on torture around the world. Now, I heard that maybe was happening here one of the secrete torture prison was actually hear in Thailand. But I don’t know that. I’m not sure anybody actually not to show. But that’s an interesting question. The united state they have it. But this is precisely the …..information. We have a global condition now in which. I’m trying to relate to the strong state notion but I can’t. in which there is either or …..opening which is coming out with the US action in the …and elsewhere and has been going on first some decades in which there is a listening of all of these protocols of proper treatment of those who society either ….or decided need to be punish. So, there is from the global to the local and also from the local to the global. It’s the same issue. You know what happen in the market place actually is in some way it relate to the global condition in which precisely that form in justice base on folks intelligent is carry out on the daily basis.
Khoo sing larn from hongkong:


When I hear about when you talk about the artist gathering together for the art centerin Bangkok. That makes me feel a bit sad because if you know that in Hongkong we are having a big debate about the west Kualoon has a culture project which has been going on for two years. And actually the government has the fake cultural help project actually they want to develop into property market, and also the big invested. And it sad for me because.

