Deputy Governor of Bangkok, Distinguished guests, and friends and colleagues,

Asiatopia Performance Art Festival started 8 years ago, in 1998, aiming to be a platform and forum for performance artists in Asia. We approached the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration, then Govenor Phijit Ratakul, to ask for funding and got it, thanks to Khun Kraisak Choohawan and other BMA officers at that time. 
This year is the 7th Asiatopia. Throughout the period of Asiatopia’s evolution, despite some political difficulty with the previous governor, the BMA has never failed to be our strong partner and supporter. As Bangkok lacks art venues, festivals like ours use public spaces and parks which are under the supervision of the BMA. We are thankful for all their support.

One important development of this 7th Asiatopia is the cooperation and real partnership between Bangkok Art & Culture Center (BACC) Project and Concrete House, Asiatopia’s original organizer.
Previous Asiatopia Festivals have focused on actions and brought together in total over 250 artists from different countries to share and exchange on a practical level. This time we decided to do things a little differently and to organize a symposium alongside the artistic actions. We hope this meeting will help us better understand the overall situation and trends within the region, as well as help strengthen our networks. It is really encouraging to get such active responses from friends and colleagues in the region and the rest of Asia.
The symposium, which gets fully underway tomorrow, will encourage discussion and exchange, focusing on current practice, historical evolution and the future of performance art in Southeast Asia. We’ll also experience performance action by artists from countries from 10 countries; China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Myanmar, The Philippines, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand and Vietnam.
I also would like to express our thanks to The Rockefeller Foundation for giving us the opportunity to grow. With its support we have been able to conduct research study on how performance has developed in Thailand and also to organize this regional symposium.
Other important local supporters of Asiatopia are the Office Of Contemporary Art & Culture, Ministry of Culture, the Foundation for Bangkok Art & Culture and EMPOWER Foundation – all of their help which makes us feel “Mee Kam Lung Jai – encouraged”. We are very thankful for all their support and also grateful to Chang Beer and the cultural institutions and art schools that have been generously giving support whenever we have needed it. 

Many thanks, too, to the Jim Thompson Foundation for hosting the Welcome Party and to The Queen’s Gallery, the host of this symposium.
My warm thanks and heartfelt appreciation go to my artist colleagues and friends who have helped to pull this symposium together - Mideo Cruz, Iwan Wijono, Paisan Plienbangchang, Thanom Chapakdee, Thanavi Chotpradit, Khiruddin Hori, Mongkol Plienbangchang and Virginia Henderson, and the staff of the secretariat office of BACC Project.  And of course a big thanks all the artists and participants in this symposium and Asiatopia Festival this year.
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