Asiatopia 6/2004

Transition and Change

For five years that Asiatopia has brought 145 artists from 20 countries to perform in Bangkok and Chiangmai. The festival has been continuously supported by the Rockefeller Foundation, Office of Contemporary Art & Culture, Ministry of Culture. However, Office of Social Welfare, Bangkok Metropolitan Administration also supported the festival for the first 3 years (1998-2000), as well as this year. Also this year Asiatopia is in cooperation with Art and Culture Foundation of Bangkok, Chiangmai University’s Art Center, we are also bringing artists to meet the art students at Silpakorn University, Chulalongkorn University and King Mongkut Institute of Technology. 
Today, Asiatopia has arrived to its sixth anniversary, it is the time to assess the trial of performance art in Thailand. Has the festival been able to create, enough and as an open platform for performance art.

We expected that this year is going to be the end of one-time-a-year festival. We would like to spend 2-3 months after Asiatopia this year looking back to our past success and failure, it’s effectiveness to Thailand and the region. We also would like to develop the future, from our assessment of the past experiences. 

For the regional development, since our past 5 years, we have been connecting with artists in the region, especially in S.E. Asia, collected many articles written about performance art in this region. We have been actively working with performance artists in Indonesia, Philippines, Singapore and also Vietnam. This may be a time for us to pull together our resources, and begin to build a future together as a regional network, building up resource center, organizing regional exchange, etc. 

I also would like to thanks all artists and colleagues, who come in support of our festival, their performances has been part of the building of regional performance art movement. I also would like to thanks the Austrian Federal Chancellery Department for the Arts and the Austrian Federal Ministry for Foreign Affairs, who support the participation of all Austrian artists, as well as the Jerusalem Center for The Visual Arts, which supported the participation of Adina Bar-On from Israel.

Thank you very much, again for those who come to our festival, as an audience, a viewer, and also as part of the performance art.

Chumpon Apisuk

Artistic Director

