ASIATOPIA

International Performance Art Festival in Bangkok

16 August 2002

RE: Invite artists from Poland and Eastern Europe for 5th Asiatopia 2003 

Dear Jan Swidzinski,

I would like to propose you to be our international advisor for our 5th Asiatopia performance art festival next year. The festival will be held in November,  after the full moon day of the 12th month of the lunar calendar (around 20 November).

The festival’s objectives is to promote performance art in Thailand, and encourage the pratice of this art form in Southeast Asia. Asiatopia is also trying to create linkage with artists initiatives festival in Europe and elsewhere. So, every year we try to work in collaboration with different artists groups, individual, friends to help select / recommend artists from his/her region. 

As you may recognize that Thailand is a country with most poor support for the arts and culture. Our festival is struggling hard every year to find support from government agencies. So far we’re unable to get enough financial support to pay airfare for the participants. However, sometimes we manage to find some support for artists from nearby countries, which are not able to find funding for their travel, like Myanmay, Vietnam, Indonesia and Philippines. And I believe the situation will not be changed in our favour yet.

So, I propose you to help bring between 5-7 artists from Poland and other countries in Eastern Europe for our festival in 2003. I also would like you to give a presentation and talk on our seminar, which is held on the opening day of the festival. The seminar is to give a chance for participant artists to give an overall situation and artistic practices of countries in their region, as well as topic speaker wish to bring to discuss. Their will be artists from Asia speak as well.

Please let me know as soon as possible if you agree with my proposal and accept to be our international advisor for the coming year. Thak you very much.

Best regards,

Chumpon Apisuk

Director

P.S. Jan, I would like to ask you to speak about “Contextual Art Manifesto” and in context of Performance art. You can speak in French if you prefer, I have a translator to Thai. Esther Ferrer also speak in French about Women in Performance Art.
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