                                    ASIATOPIA

International Performance Art Festival in Thailand                                            

Asiatopia 5/2003

5th International Performance Art Festival in Thailand

13-16 November 2003 / Bangkok

20-23 November 2003 / Chiangmai

Pioneer of the East

Asiatopia 5/2003 focuses on Eastern Europe

Asiatopia an annually International Performance Art Festival has reached it 5th anniversary in November this year. 30 performance artists from Europe, North America and Asia including 8 Thais will meet and perform their arts in Bangkok and Chiangmai. 

Jan Swidzinski who gives name to contextual art in 1976, and he is an important artist of Eastern Bloc Europe during 1970s. Today an 80 year old performance artist former dancer is still travel around Europe perform in different international festival. He is also a president of  “InterAct Festival”  in Poland. This is his first time to visit Maekong region – Thailand. Bring along with him 4 contemporary performers from Poland and 2 important figures of the art from Belarus. Denis Romanovski, Victor Petrov are pioneers in creating international networking with Belarus and organize Navinki an international performance art in Minsk.

Esther Ferrer, one of the most important contemporary artist of Europe who lives and works in Paris. Supported by Alliance Francaise, Ferrer will show her conceptual work for the first time in Thailand and this region. 

“We are very proud to have Esther Ferrer and Jan Swidzinski with us. Both of them have been an influential figure in Europe especially in performance art circle since 70s and 80s. Conceptual works from the two progressive wings of Europe, Jan Swidzinski’s contextual focuses on context and the mixing of literary text as visual art. While Esther Ferrer focuses on absurdity and objectivities. “

From Asia, Mideo Cruz  who is also a community worker as well as artist. He organize “Tupada” a gathering in the park of performance artists in Manila and also international artists. W. Christiawan, from Bandung, a teacher in theatre who organized “Poetic Body” a public symposium of body art and action art, in various cities in Indonesia. From China, He Chenyiu a young member of a famous artists commune - Peking East Village.

From Thailand, we are very pleased to introduce a younger generation of Thai performers and also artists from up country. As well as artist from Japan, Vietnam, and Singapore.

On November 13, the first day of the festival, there will be artists symposium at Concrete House from 10 AM to 3 PM, before an official opening of the festival at 4 PM.

The performance will take place at Alliance Francaise on Friday 14 Nov at 4 PM - 9 PM and Saturday 15 Nov at 2 PM – 9 PM and Sunday 16 the performance will take place at Concrete House, Nonthaburi at 2 PM – 9 PM. Then all artists will travel to Chiangmai, where performance vent will take place at Chiangmai University Art Center on 20-23 November.
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EMPOWER Foundation, Concrete House 57/60 Tivanond Road, Nonthaburi 11000, Thailand

+66-2526-8311, +66-2526-3294, concretehouse@empowerfoundation.org

