INTRODUCTION

Since its inception in 1998, Asiatopia Performance Art Festival has brought over 70 international artists to Bangkok. From Asia, the countries are Bangladesh, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, and Singapore, and also distant places such as Australia, Canada, England, Germany, Czech Republic, and USA. 

One of the properties of this festival is that it is always held in public sites in local parks, streets and boulevards - in order to allow audiences to directly act and react with performers, and to introduce performance art as a form of public art. 

Public space is always a challenge to performances where the boundary between performers and audiences is almost non-existent. The artists learn to negotiate the limitations in differences between contemporary art practices, cultural orientation and the local public - the rules and different social orders unique to its environment. 

The most encouraging event at this festival, is that we are able to bring the most influential groups of performance artists from Europe to meet with Asian groups and individuals. Black Market International, has been actively meet in groups around the globe since early 1980, and has become a very important movement in itself. Singapore’s Artists Village, has been an influential forces of change in Singapore since mid-80s, and has been able to continue its spirit of change to the new generation in this island country. Ukabat, a well known political/social responsive group in Thailand, has been active in both art and people-politic scene in Thailand since 90s. The Ukabat, recently was invited to participate in an International Kwangju Biennale, Korea. 

While at the same time the festival is still maintain about 30 performances presented by individual artists from Asia and Europe, from the night of 22 Nov and throughout the week-end of 23-24 Nov 2002, in Santichaiprakarn Park in Bangkok, and also in Chiangmai 28-30 Nov, at Chiangmai University Art Center.

The organizing committee wishes to thanks: The Rockefeller Foundation (S.E.Asia/Thailand) for supporting the festival in Bangkok, as well as help bringing artists from Asia countries; Heinrich Boll Foundation (Thailand & S.E. Asia) for supporting our Chiangmai event; Goethe Institute (Bangkok), supporting the festival workshop for students in Chiangmai and Bangkok; Tourism Authority of Thailand (Chiangmai) for hosting a reception for artists and staff in Chiangmai; Toshiba Foundation (Thailand); Beer Thai (1991) Co., Ltd; Office of Social Welfare of BMA and BMA Office Pranakorn District for allowing us to use the park; Faculty of Fine Arts, Chiangmai University; Chiangmai University’s Art Center, Foundation of art & Culture of Bangkok Metropolitan; and especially About TV, who broadcast  the whole event via www.superchannel.org/AboutTV.    

We are especially thanks to all participant artists, volunteers and our public audience.

