Preface (Acknowledgement)

Asiatopia 2000, is the 3rd Asiatopia Performance Festival in Bangkok, solely supported by Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA). On behalf of organizing committee and international artist community I thanks for this meaningful support. The continuous support to the arts by government is very significant, especially in Thailand, where arts and human activities has always been neglected. For 70 years, since the establishment of our first a modern art school in Bangkok, now there are more than 20 art schools all over the country, which produce thousands graduate students each year. Asiatopia is probably the first international art event organize entirely by artists with the support by the government. We are proud that we can do this, not as a first independent group, but we are very proud that this art festival has been solely supported by our government.  We are proud that today the government has recognize artists as a community, and understand that to support an art event, is an obligation for the government to it’s citizens and their community.

I would like all artists who participate in this festival and those who are with us in an international community, join with us to praise this opportunity, cheers…

I also would like to thanks the BMA’s Office of Social Welfare and Community Services Division, who lend us their support. I also would like to express my whole heart appreciation to the Bangkok Arts and Culture Foundation, The Contemporary Arts and Culture of Nakorn Rachasima Foundation, especially Khun Kraisak Choonhawan and his staffs, who have been with us and concretely help shaping the festival. 

We are able to bring another six Japanese artists to work in exchange with Thai artists on our pararell program, “ Japanese-Thai Performance Art Exchange”. This special event is supported by Tourism Organization of Thailand (TOT), which allow us to bring performance art of the two countries to Nakorn Rachasima (Korat), and Chiangmai, as well as joining Asiatopia 2000 in Bangkok.

This exchange program is another event we wish to bring performance to reach out  various artists community outside Bangkok. While we have let Bangkok and probably Chiangmai our primarily possible venue for contemporary art and international event. Artists community in other 72 provinces has been ignore, this is due to lack of funds and initiatives by our political and art education system. We are delighted and thankful for the support for our initiative to emblace our long lonely friends and community out there.

I wish this initiatives will help encourage more active community in the future.

I thank you all friends, supporters and art lovers who should be recognize here that this initiatives is due to their commit and creative human being.

In Solidarity,

Chumpon Apisuk

On behalf of Asiatopia Working Committee

